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Introduction 


The year 2010 sees the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists Club celebrate its fiftieth anniversary 
with great pride in its achievements since its es- 
tablishment in 1960. In an era of ever more rapid 
change and of enormous challenges including the 
losses of native species and the destruction of 
our natural environment, not to mention the im- 
pacts of climate change, the importance of com- 
munity voices such as that of the LVFNC cannot 
be overstated. 


The club motto “Protect and Enjoy” says it all. 
Throughout its history the club has been a con- 
structive advocate for conservation of the natural 
environment of its region — the flora, fauna and 
their settings — by documenting what is there and 
using that data as a basis for well-founded sub- 


missions to government and corporations. At the 
same time, the club’s members have had a great 
time doing all this — club meetings and excursions 
are almost invariably both rewarding and enjoy- 
able, as attested by the healthy numbers of mem- 
bers and of visitors who are always warmly wel- 
comed. 


In his foreword to Ellen Lyndon’s history of the 
club’s first twenty-five years, the President in 
1985, Jim Wall, wrote that “I feel that the next 
twenty-five years will see great things happening 
and that people will have more leisure time to en- 
joy the things that nature has provided for us.” 
Much has indeed been achieved, even if we 
seem nowadays to have to take more care to find 
time and energy for the things that really matter. 


The Club’s formation 


The beginnings of the Latrobe Valley FNC were 
well described in Ellen Lyndon’s History 1960- 
1985 : 


“The first intimation of a move to form a Field 
Naturalists Club came about as a result of a visit 
by certain members of the Field Naturalists Club 
of Victoria (FNCV) to a Horticultural Show at Mor- 
well Town Hall in 1958 or 1959. There we talked 
to the gentleman on the door, one Mr Ted 
McElroy, who was secretary of that organization. 
The native plant boom was still in its infancy and 
we discussed the prospect of arranging a section 
for Australian plants at future shows. 


“Mrs McElroy remembers that the Horticultural 
Society later staged a wildflower show to which 
many growers, later our members, contributed 
native plants from their gardens. Four or five 
scattered Gippsland families were long-time 
members of the FNCV and here we all met, some 
of us for the first time. We talked to each other 
and the Morwell folk talked to us. One thing led to 
another till presently the question arose “Why not 
form a local Field Naturalists Club?” It was Mr 
McElroy who made the first definite move to this 
end. 


“A meeting was arranged, sponsored by the Mor- 
well and District Horticultural Society, and held in 
the Fire Brigade Hall in Morwell on the 24" Feb- 
ruary 1960. Thirty-six people attended. Mr Jack 


Medew of the Horticultural Society chaired the 
meeting and Mr Page of the same society read 
that portion of his society's minutes relating to the 
possible formation of a Field Naturalists Club. Mr 
Adams of Foster suggested that the aims of such 
a club might be the preservation of flora and 
fauna, the acquiring of a broader knowledge of 
nature with the enjoyment of knowing what one 
was looking at, and with plenty of field excursions 
to study natural history. A visitor from Portland 
outlined the aims and methods of their club. 


“Miss Jean Galbraith of Tyers expressed her will- 
ingness to help with identification of plants and 
birds in the area. Mr Smith’s specialty was in- 
sects. The State Electricity Commission (SEC) 
would help with reserves, etc. Ordinary and junior 
members would be welcomed and a reference 
library established. Each member would be en- 
couraged to bring to the meetings any item of 
natural history that might interest other members. 
Affiliation with the mother club, the Field Natural- 
ists Club of Victoria, would be sought. Having 
happily sorted out this bright future, Mr Adams, 
seconded by Mr Lance Galbraith, moved that a 
club be formed and everyone present heartily 
agreed. 


“Mr Graham Marshall was elected President, 
Messrs Adams and Hughes Vice-Presidents. Mrs 
Lois Faisst accepted the Secretaryship, with Mr 


McElroy as Assistant Secretary/Treasurer. The 
organization was to be known as the Gippsland 
Field Naturalists Club. Subscriptions were settled 
at ten shillings for each adult plus five shillings for 
each additional family member of the household. 
Juniors still at school, one shilling. 


“The monthly meetings were held thereafter at 
the Morwell High School by courtesy of the Head- 
master, Mr Morris. ... Excursions were held on 
the Saturday following the meeting. ... It is of in- 
terest that Mr Bob Auchterlonie led the first field 


excursion to the Ten Mile Creek near Driffield to 
search for the well-known leaf fossils along the 
creek bed.” 


Two other Gippsland-based clubs were formed 
very soon afterwards, Warragul FNC and East 
Gippsland FNC, based at Bairnsdale. To better 
locate the sub-regional focus of each club, a 
change of name to Latrobe Valley Field Natural- 
ists Club was ratified at a meeting in March 1961, 
and the East Gippsland club changed its name to 
Bairnsdale FNC at about the same time. 


The Club’s operation down the years 


From its inception, the club was fortunate that a 
good number of Gippslanders with interest and 
expertise in some field of natural history began to 
surface. The botanist and writer Jean Galbraith 
holds pride of place as the club’s early unofficial 
“patron”, but there were also people like Bill Cane 
of Maffra, the specialist in butterflies and insects 
CGL Gooding of Warragul, Bob Auchterlonie of 
Narracan and the ‘birdo’ Frank Jones. 


In line with the motto “Protect and Enjoy”, the 
club emphasized that the picking of wildflowers 
should be kept to a minimum, only justified where 
needed for identification or for a club display and 
permitted. 


An expanded early statement of the aims of the 
club reads as follows: 


“To promote an interest in native plants, birds and 
animals, geology and marine life, and to assist in 
the establishment of nature reserves. To protect, 
so that we and others may enjoy.” 


The constitution and rules of the club have 
evolved through the years, and may be found in 
the June 1981 issue of its monthly publication, 
the Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


A club library was operating by 1963, in the care 
of Jim and Iris Peterson, who both contributed a 
great deal over many years. By 1968 it was lo- 
cated at Yallourn State School with Honor Crane 
looking after it. Subsequent librarians/ archivists 
included Iris Peterson and Ellie Carey. The two 
roles were separated in 2003, when Delma 
Hodges took over the archives and Marja Bou- 
man the library collection. 

The club has always encouraged the involvement 


of school children in native planting projects. 
From the 1960s, some special excursions for chil- 
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Car Sticker produced by LVFNC and sold to clubs 
Australia wide 


dren were conducted, such as at McDonalds 
Track in November 1963. 


The production of a car sticker was underway by 
May 1965. As possible emblems, the Australian 

Grass-tree and Red Gum were considered, with 

the former being chosen to a design by local art- 
ist Mrs K Jacobson. Interest in using the sticker 

as an Australia-wide means of identification of 


naturalists was such that 2300 had been sold or 

distributed by April 1967. Betty Kemp oversaw 

the car sticker project for some years until she left 

the area in 1973. Valma Plant later took on this 
role. 


A club badge was de- 
signed and produced 
in 1985; it featured the 
Flying Duck-orchid 
emblem on a pale 
green background 
with “LVFNC” in gold. 


As stated earlier, the 
club celebrated its 25" 
birthday in 1985. The 
22™ March 1985 annual general meeting marked 
the occasion. All former members and some 
members of other clubs were invited, memora- 
bilia and photos and slides of past events of note 
such as early field camps were displayed, and an 
anniversary cake iced with the club emblem of 
the Flying Duck-orchid featured in a special sup- 
per. Jean Galbraith gave a short talk on the for- 
mation of the club, its activities and its progress 
over the previous 25 years. The anniversary ex- 
cursion on the following day took in the Hazel- 
wood Arboretum, an early development project of 
the club, and Morwell National Park, proclaimed 


following concerted efforts by local residents and 
club members. Later in the year, Ellen Lyndon’s 
history of the first 25 years was published. In Oc- 
tober, an Australian plants display was held at St 
Andrew's Uniting Church Hall, Traralgon; this was 
coordinated by Eric Lubcke with the assistance of 
Iris Peterson and Jean Galbraith among many 
others. It featured the lovely stereo slide collec- 
tion of Arthur Ewen and Ron Court, Bart Sterken- 
berg’s flower paintings and flowers of 350 varie- 
ties from many native gardens. 


The 1985 AGM saw the members vote unani- 
mously for incorporation of the club. Jane Pur- 
brick took on the task of compiling the required 
documentation. The date of incorporation was 11 
June, 1985. Ann Stewart relinquished her long- 
standing role as Public Officer early in 2007 as 
she and her husband were moving to Queen- 
sland, handing over to Alix Williams. 


In 1998, the club conducted its spring camp at 
Wilsons Promontory, thereby marking the centen- 
ary of its declaration as a national park. The 
FNCV conducted a field research expedition over 
the same weekend, and warmly invited our mem- 
bers to join in their activities, running in parallel 
with our own program. 


In 2000, the club applied for an ABN, to facilitate 
continued submission of grant applications; the 


LVFNC 25th Birthday Excursion to Hazelwood Pondage and Arboretum, March 1985 


Photo: Ollie Thompson 


Front: Mattie Sterkenberg, -, Jessie Burns, Nancy Brooks, Nora O’Reilly, Iris Peterson, Jack Brooks, Os Brewster, Val Lar- 


son, Ellen Lyndon, June Lubcke, Elsie Coggan 


Back: David Trainor, Peg Wall, -, Honor Crane, Jane Purbrick, Bon Thompson, Mary Huxley, Maree Huxley, Eric Lubcke, 


John Larson, Jean Galbraith, Mary Austin, Bart Sterkenberg 


Nora O’Reilly’s birthday party around 1986 


Photo: Ollie Thompson collection 


Mary Austin, Peg Wall, Iris Peterson, Elsie Coggan, Ron Carey, June Lubcke, Jim Wall, Dorothy Farrow, 
Norma Rees, Jessie Burns, Eric Lubcke, Nora O’Reilly, Bon Thompson, Ollie Thompson, Jill Dixon 


ATO assigned the ABN 86 752 280 972. 


The club affiliated with the Australian Naturalists 
Network in 2003. The network maintains a na- 
tional database of field naturalists clubs and 
plans biennial extended field camps in significant 
regions of the nation. 


In late 2002, the committee discussed the con- 
cept of having a club mug designed, for sale to 
members and friends and for presenting to guest 
speakers where appropriate. Wendy Savage and 
Beatrice Roberts prepared a design based on the 
club Large Duck-orchid motif, in gold on a dark 
green background, and the committee enthusias- 
tically approved it for a production run of six 
dozen. From June that year the mugs were avail- 
able for purchase at $8.00 each. So well were 
they received that more were ordered in subse- 
quent years. 

During 2004, Alix Williams drew on her State 
Emergency Service background to develop a risk 
management strategy for the club, and in parallel 
a comprehensive first aid kit for carrying during 
field trips and excursions was purchased. 


New technology offers new opportunities (and 
challenges!) for any club; the LVFNC website 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~lvfnc was originally put 
up in late 2005, with the assistance of Mr Gavin 


Dinsdale. The site is linked to the South East 
Australia Naturalists Association (SEANA) site. 
The club has in recent years acquired a GPS, to 
assist in precise location of field sites of interest, 
and a data projector that is now used at most 
general meetings. 


The club’s publicity officer ensures a good media 
presence (mainly via local newspapers and radio) 
for our speakers and excursions, and means that 
we welcome visitors on many occasions. 


As the club’s 50" anniversary approached, it was 
decided that one part of the celebrations should 
be a natural history photographic competition. 
Ken Harris chaired a sub-committee charged with 
planning the event, to culminate in displays at the 
Traralgon & District Art Society gallery in Septem- 
ber 2010 and at the SEANA camp in South Gipp- 
sland in October, hosted by LVFNC as another 
part of the celebrations. 


Meeting venues over the years 


In the beginning, general meetings with invited 
speakers were held at Morwell High School on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month. From 1966 
these meetings were shifted to the fourth Friday, 
still the practice today, and at the new venue of 
Yallourn State (Primary) School. With the loss of 


the Yallourn township to brown coal extraction, 
1979 saw general meetings relocated to the De- 
partment of Education’s then new Gippsland Re- 
gional Offices in Moe. Here, there was a good 
incentive to arrive on time, as latecomers had to 
ring a loud bell to gain admission to the first floor 
meeting room! From January 1994 through to 
today, general meetings have taken place in the 
spacious Community Room at the Moe Commu- 
nity Health Centre in Fowler Street, Moe. 


In the early days, business meetings were held in 
many private homes such as those of Jean 
Galbraith, Nancy Rossiter and Iris and Jim Peter- 
son. For a time around 1986, the committee met 
in the Churchill Cooperating Churches building, 
before moving to the more central YMCA Hall in 
McDonald Street, Morwell sometime in 1987. By 
1993, business meetings were being held in the 
Toy Library in Morwell, where committee mem- 
bers had to sit on very low chairs, and occasion- 
ally in the Morwell Historical Society’s rooms in 
the old town hall in Commercial Road. From 1997 
a more comfortable venue was found in the Mi- 
grant Resource Centre in Buckley Street, Mor- 


well, then in early 2006 the meetings moved to 
the current location, the Latrobe Valley Model 


Railway Club in Moe. 


As of March 2010, the club operated with the fol- 


lowing Office Bearers: 
Elected positions: 


President 

Vice President No 1 
Vice President No 2 
Vice President No 3 
Secretary 

Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 

Publicity Officer 


David Stickney 
Lorna Long 
Philip Rayment 
Ken Harris 
Wendy Savage 
Ken Smith 
David Mules 
Alix Williams 


Executive appointed positions: 


Conservation Coordinator Jackie Tims 


Editor 

Public Officer 
Archivist 

Librarian 

Equipment Officer 
Bird Recording Officer 


50th Birthday cake, AGM March 2010 
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Gill Bremner 
Alix Williams 
Marja Bouman 
Marja Bouman 
Julie Parker 
Alix Williams 


ey 


Photo: Philip Rayment collection 


Jackie Tims, Ken Harris, Lorna Long, Phil Rayment, Wendy Savage, Ken Smith, Alix Williams, 


David Stickney 


Photographs of early 
Club excursions 


Giant Gippsland Earthworm being 
fed to Tony Moretti by Jeannie 
Brewster, circa 1961 


Photo: Club archives 


Lorna Long and Betty Gallop at a hut on the high plains above Licola in the 1960s 


Photo: Lorna Long collection 


Timeline of Key Office Bearers 


, Conservation x . 


1961 | Frank Malcolm 
1962 Graham Marshall, Mr Peden 


1964 
11965 | ErmHomann 


1967 
1968 


Ted Mcllroy/ Lorna Long 
Mrs L Eadie 

Mrs L Eadie/June Lubcke 
June Lubcke 


Ken Eldridge Simon Belgraver George Scanlan 


Jim Peterson/Lorna Long 
Lorna Long/Jean Galbraith 


Lorna Long 


1970 
1971 Tom Moretti 
1973 Iris Peterson 
974 
1975 
976 
1977 Bart Sterkenberg Charles Lester 
1979 Jim Wall 
1980 Anne Stewart 


Bon Thompson 


Note: 
Jim Blucher 


assisted Bon 


1982 
1983 
1984 


Gwyn Trainor 
| 


1991 | Philip Rayment 
Gwyn Trainor/ Ron Carey/Wendy Savage 


Wendy Savage 


during much of 
the 1980s 
and 1990s 
due to the 


Gill Bremner 


demanding 
nature of the role. 


: Bruce Adams 
In abeyance 
[1999 | 
| 2000 _| 
David Stickney 
2002 | 
2004 | Jackie Tims 
— David Mules 
2008 | 
[2008 | 
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Recollections of some early club members 


Ted McElroy 


Ted was a leading light in the formation of the 
club and a foundation member, serving as treas- 
urer until 1968. He and his wife were excellent 
gardeners and happy to share their cuttings and 
knowledge. Mrs McElroy was always called that, 
never “Janet”, by club members. She was very 
accomplished at flower arrangements and always 
supplied flowers for any special club occasions. 
They hosted a great number of our speakers and 
also many of the business meetings. They were 
both stalwarts of the club throughout their time 
with it. Ted was a quietly spoken man but very 
energetic. He made a garden scene in the corner 
of the hall for one of the early native flower 
shows. Ted passed away in 1984. 


Bob Auchterlonie 


Also a foundation member, Bob was a farmer at 
Narracan who grew many of the seedlings for the 
arboretum beside the Hazelwood Pondage and 
spent much time tending it after it was planted. 
He is remembered as a pleasant, quiet and 
knowledgeable man who had to be sure of his 
facts before naming a plant. Bob would never say 
“| think” and unless he was sure he would not 
give an opinion. He and his sister Grace were 
great gardeners. 


Bob led many club excursions right from its be- 
ginnings, to such places as Dutson Downs, Ed- 
ward Hunter Reserve in Moe and Sagassers 
Road for fungi. He wrote articles on a range of 
botanical subjects, e.g. grasses, eucalypts, plant 
biology, fungi, melaleucas, waratah hybrids and 
also wrote up excursions. He also donated an 
electric duplicator for newsletter production and 
later an IBM electric typewriter for the editor. Bob 
passed away in 1978. 


George Scanlan 


A foundation member whose special interest was 
geology, George was manager of the Yallourn 
Hospital. He commenced the club newsletter and 
edited it for six years. In that role he would ask 
members what they had been doing lately by way 
of natural history and upon being told he would 
say “Well, write me a small article on that for the 
newsletter’, and somehow they did. He was a 
quietly spoken man, always punctual and never 
tired of explaining what he was asked. 


Jim Peterson 


Jim, Iris and their three children were early mem- 
bers. Jim was an officer in the Postmaster Gen- 
eral’s Department in Morwell, and a returned sol- 
dier. He was very active in the life of the club. 
Like his friend Ern Homann, Jim was especially 
interested in orchids and photographing them. In 
1963 he compiled a list of 50 local orchids and 
their flowering times. 


Jim was senior vice-president of the club in 1970 
and he also served as newsletter editor around 
that time. He soon had to relinquish those roles 
owing to his serious illness, and died the next 
year. Iris and the family had been with Jim all the 
way, and Iris continued as a valuable member for 
the rest of her life. She was librarian for a number 
of years and club secretary for no less than 13 
years. 


Jim and lan McDonald from the SEC were re- 
sponsible for the creation of Wirilda Environ- 
mental Park at Tyers. It was due to Jim’s submis- 
sions and meetings with state parliamentarians 
that the grant to get the park off the ground was 
obtained. 


Ern Homann 


Ern became the president of the club in 1965 and 
held the office for six years. He was a retired 
headmaster who had taught at several Gippsland 
schools including Morwell. He was very knowl- 
edgeable about orchids and would say, looking at 
an area, “that will be a good place to search for 
them” — and he was usually right. It was Ern who 
found the Lizard Orchid on Seninis Track, and 
that caused quite a stir amongst the botanists in 
Melbourne because it was so rarely seen and 
photographed. His natural history interests were 
not confined to orchids and he wrote many arti- 
cles for the newsletter on other plants, birds, na- 
tional parks, geology, etc., based on his research 
of areas around the Latrobe Valley. 


Frank Jones 


Frank, a forestry worker who lived in a caravan 
on site near his work, joined the club very early 
on. He was very knowledgeable about birds and 
had a licence to band them. He led a bird- 
banding group in the club for a time. 


Frank was a reserved man but when working in 
the Thompsons’ district would sometimes pop in 
for a meal. He was very friendly with Tom Moretti 
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Excursion to Thomson Dam, around 1975 
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Photo: Club archives 


Jim Peterson (Sth from left), Bob Auchterlonie (with akubra hat), Nancy Brooks (in front) and Mrs 


McElroy (on her right) 


and taught him much about birds. He could tell 
people interesting facts not published in any bird 
book. 


Frank was bird recording officer for the club until 
his death in 1970. He wrote many articles on bird 
behaviour and other aspects for the newsletter, 

and enjoyed photographing birds. 


Simon Belgraver 


Simon was a Dutchman who had suffered greatly 
as a prisoner of the Germans during World War 
Il. He worked in the offices of the SEC and there 
met Nancy Rossiter, who suggested he might 
take the position of secretary, which he did in 
1963, remaining in the position for ten years until 
his health began to fail. Simon was very precise 
and his minutes were always clearly arranged 
and the layout very exact. Although neither he 


nor his wife knew much about our natural history, 
they enjoyed the wildflowers as they regularly 
attended excursions. Mrs Belgraver was a com- 
petent artist who often sketched on these excur- 
sions. 


Honor Crane 


It was through Honor’s efforts that the club was 
able to move from the Morwell High School 
where meetings were on restricted time to the 
Yallourn Primary School where she was a 
teacher. A most energetic person, Honor was 
club librarian for many years from 1970. She had 
shelves on wheels made to take suitable books 
along to each meeting. When she left Yallourn to 
live in Traralgon she continued to transport the 
shelves in her van. Honor regularly attended 
meetings and excursions and was much involved 
in the life of the club. 


Recognition of some key club achievers down the years 


Life members of LVFNC 


Jean Galbraith 


The prestigious Australian Natural History Medal- 
lion for 1970 was awarded to Jean Galbraith, fol- 
lowing nomination by the Latrobe Valley FNC 
with the support of the Peninsula FNC and the 
FNCV Botany Group. The citation noted her 
scholarship and her ‘gift for imparting knowledge 
in crisp descriptive phrases’, her pioneering work 
at wildflower shows, as excursion leader and lec- 
turer in Gippsland, specimen collecting for the 
National Herbarium of Victoria and her discovery 
of several new plant species. 


On 30 October 1999, a pleasant afternoon tea 
gathering at ‘Dunedin’, Jean Galbraith’s home for 
most of her long life, was the setting for the un- 
veiling of a seat.and plaque in her memory. The 
side frames of the seat carry the initials “UG” 
worked in iron. Property owners Mr and Mrs 
Archbold around that time opened the historic 
garden to the public at weekends, and greatly 
appreciated the placing of this memorial. 


Jim Peterson 


Jim Peterson, one-time senior vice-president, 
died in June 1971, having given much to the club 
in its early days. He was posthumously awarded 
the Imperial Service Medal. Club members con- 
structed the Jim Peterson Memorial Cairn in 1972 
at Peterson’s Lookout high above the Tyers 
River, using rocks sourced from Mt Howitt. At the 
time, Iris Peterson wrote that members “could not 
have chosen a more suitable position for it than 
looking over the valley that Jim was so keen to 
have reserved.” 


Ellen Lyndon 


Foundation member Ellen Lyndon of Leongatha 
was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia 


Dedication of Jean Galbraith memorial seat at ‘Dunedin’ 


Photo: Mary Austin 
Back: Ollie Archbold, Ollie Thompson, Iris Peterson, Peg Wall, Philip Rayment, Eric Lubcke. 
Front: Ellen Lyndon, Bon Thompson, Eulalie Brewster 


Best Friends Award presentation to Jack Brooks, with 


Nancy at his side Photo: Estelle Adams 


on Australia Day 1989 “for service to the commu- 
nity, local history and conservation.” Ellen contrib- 
uted to the club in many ways. She was instru- 
mental in the creation of Morwell National Park, 
wrote the history of the club’s first twenty-five 
years and penned many contributions to the La- 
trobe Valley Naturalist in her inimitable style. Her 
active involvement continued through to her 
death in April 2000. 


Valma Plant 


On the same Australia Day, member Valma Plant 
was named Traralgon’s Senior Citizen of the 
year; she herself was to be later awarded the 
Medal of the Order of Australia for her many fac- 
ets of tireless community service. 


Bon and Ollie Thompson 


The Latrobe City Citizens of the Year award for 
2002 went to life members Bon and Ollie Thomp- 
son, recognized for their shared commitment to 
conserving the flora and fauna of the Latrobe Val- 
ley over more than forty years. The Mayor Cr 
Brendan Jenkins noted that they have not only 
worked tirelessly to identify and record our flora 
and fauna, but also to increase industry and gov- 
ernment awareness of the importance of conserv- 
ing the natural environment. 


Jack Brooks 


On 7" April 2003, Jack Brooks, at 92 years of 
age, received the 2003 Best Friends award from 
the Friends of the Parks Network, as a tribute to 
the ten years of hard work he put in to have 
Mount Worth proclaimed as a State Park and for 
his indefatigable efforts since its declaration in 
the early 1970s. Jack initiated the Friends Group 
and led it until 2003. In the presence of the State 
Member for Narracan, Jack’s wife Nancy also 
received praise for her support in this work. He 
was also a long serving member and Honorary 
Secretary of the Warragul Field Naturalists Club. 
He was a tireless advocate and lobbyist and 
member of the Conservation Council of Victoria. 
In 2005, Jack posthumously received a Parks 
Victoria Kookaburra Award in the category of 
Lifetime Achievement. 


Ken Harris 


Ken Harris received a Parks Victoria Kookaburra 
Individual Environmental Award in May 2009, in 
recognition of his outstanding contribution to Mor- 
well National Park as part of Victoria’s parks sys- 
tem. As a founding member of the Friends of 
Morwell National Park, for more than twenty 
years, Ken has made a major contribution to con- 
servation and revegetation, developed and main- 
tains a park website, and identified, photo- 
graphed and produced a widely used book cover- 
ing the park’s flora and fauna. 


The club is proud to have thus had two of its 
members receive this prestigious award. 


Ken Harris with his Parks Victoria Kookaburra Award 
Photo: Wendy Savage 


Production of the Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


The monthly magazine, the Latrobe Valley Natu- 
ralist, ISSN 1030 5084, is central to the club’s 
function, forming a record of the region’s natural 
environment and how it is changing over time. 


The first issue, edited by George Scanlan, ap- 
peared in October 1963 as a short newsletter of 
just two pages. That issue includes a report on a 
September 1963 excursion to Limepit Road and 
Seldom Seen Road, near Rosedale, led by Jean 
Galbraith. It noted that sixty-four plant species 
were seen in Rosedale Shire’s Wildflower Sanc- 
tuary on Limepit Road. 


By late 1964 the publication had grown to a typi- 
cal length of six pages per issue, with very de- 
tailed and informative write-ups of talks and ex- 
cursions. 


The beginning of 1966 saw the introduction of a 
new cover design, the work of artist Mrs K Jacob- 
son, incorporating as motif the club’s floral em- 


blem, the Flying Duck-orchid, Caleana major, de- 
scribed as then “widespread in the Latrobe Valley 
heathlands.” By then, Jim Peterson felt able to 
state that the newsletter had developed to the 
stage of providing a valuable record of the natural 
history of the Latrobe Valley, and he signalled 
that rapid change and species loss in the area 
only served to increase the importance of this 
record. 


The next advance, in 1967, introduced the title 
“The Latrobe Valley Naturalist” along with regis- 
tration at the Melbourne GPO for transmission by 
post as a periodical. This was the point at which 
Bob Auchterlonie’s generous donation of a Ges- 
tetner electric stencil duplicator assisted produc- 
tion. In the late 1960s, the reach of the magazine 
was broadened as it also published contributions 
from the Warragul, Sale and Traralgon FNCs. 


Post 1972, an index for issues 1-108 (October 
1963-December 1972) was compiled as a single 
document. (In the club’s bound archive copies, 
this index is bound with the 1965-1966 issues.) 
Since then, an annual index is published early in 
each succeeding year. 


In 1986 the club received a letter from the Re- 
gional Manager of the then Department of Con- 
servation, Forests and Lands complimenting it on 
the quality of the Naturalist — “extremely informa- 
tive on a wide range of issues” and “articles were 
entertaining as well as educative” and for “the 
balanced views put forward on various issues’. 


It wasn't until 1992 that the by then dreaded Ges- 
tetner was honourably retired in favour of com- 
mercial photocopying by Spectracopy Pty Ltd, 
with 100 copies of each issue being produced. 
From 1994, the number of issues per year was 
reduced by combining the November and De- 
cember issues; later, in 2001, the January and 
February issues were also combined, so that ten 
issues per year have been published ever since, 
giving the honorary editor a well-earned summer 
break! 


In April 2007, the club celebrated the appearance 
of the 500" issue — the president David Stickney 
noted it as a major achievement reflecting the 
dedication and commitment of many members 
over some 45 years. Remarkably, the great ma- 
jority of those issues were edited by just two 
members — Lorna Long from 1970 to 1988 and 
Gill Bremner from late 1992 to the present. 


New ’Naturalist’ cover designed in 1966 by artist Mrs K Jacobson 
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Some publications of the club, its members and friends 


‘The Nature of Latrobe’ book launch, November 2007 - Publication committee 


Photo: Philip Rayment collection 


Gill Bremner, Ken Savage, Wendy Savage, David Stickney, Phil Rayment, Jackie Tims 


Wildflowers of Victoria 
by Jean Galbraith 


Publication of revised edition in 1967. 


Collins Field Guide to the Wildflowers of 
South East Australia 
by Jean Galbraith 


Publication of this classic reference in 1977. 


History of the Latrobe Valley Field Natu- 
ralists Club 1960-1985 
by Ellen Lyndon 


Published in 1985. 


Door to the Forest 
by Ellen Lyndon 


Published by the South Gippsland Conservation 
Society in 1993. 


14 


Flowers and Ferns of Morwell National 
Park 
by Ken Harris 


Published by the Friends of Morwell National 
Park in 1997 (The club made available a loan of 
$1200 to allow printing of an additional 1000 copies.) 


Latrobe Region Nature Guide 
by Latrobe Valley FNC 


Published 2001. A Parks Victoria Year 2000 
Community Grant of $2200 enabled preparation 
of this brochure and printing of 5000 copies, al- 
lowing for wide distribution to regional information 
centres over ensuing years. It was a real team 
effort with editing of many members’ contributions 
by Philip Rayment and Wendy Savage, who also 
handled the layout combining text and delightful 
drawings by Beatrice Roberts. It was printed lo- 
cally, by Coal Country Printers, and launched at a 
pleasant gathering at Dunedin in Tyers on ‘lat 
May. 


Plants of Significance to the Ganai 
Community 

by Rob de Souza-Daw, Ken Harris and Doris 
Paton j 


Published by Woolum Bellum Koorie Open Door 
Education Campus of Kurnai College in 2001. 


The Nature of Latrobe — A guide to the 
parks and reserves in the 

Latrobe Region 

by Latrobe Valley FNC 


This booklet was officially launched at a function 
at the Latrobe City Offices, Morwell on 8" No- 
vember 2007 by Crs Bruce Lougheed, Deputy 
Mayor, and Graeme Middlemiss. 1500 copies 
were printed by The LV Printers in Traralgon. It 
provides detailed information on 35 parks and 
reserves in the region, from Mt Worth State Park 
in the west to Holey Plains State Park in the east, 
and from Baw Baw National Park in the north to 
Tarra Bulga National Park in the south. The flora, 


Launch of ‘Gippsland Lady Botanists’ August 2007 
Bon Thompson, Terri Allen, Meredith Fletcher, Eulalie Brewster 
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fauna, geology and history of each park are cov- 
ered, along with details on access and visitor fa- 
cilities. The booklet was produced with the finan- 
cial assistance of Latrobe City Council, Field 
Naturalist Club of Victoria, South East Australian 
Naturalists Association Inc and Uralla Nature Re- 
serve Committee. 


Gippsland Lady Botanists 
by Terri Gitsham Allen 


Published in 2007 by the South Gippsland Con- 
servation Society. 

This most attractive book profiles eight women 
who have contributed a great deal to field botany 
and nature conservation in Gippsland. Emma 
Devonshire, Evelyn Kenny, Elese Ross, Ruth 
Clark, Jean Galbraith and Ellen Lyndon were all 
born before 1916 and are no longer alive; Bon 
Thompson and Eulalie Brewster were happily 
both present at the book launch at the Bunurong 
Environment Centre in Inverloch in August. 


Pet 


Photo: Philip Rayment 


The LVFNC Botany Group 


Early in 1994 Florence Blucher proposed that the 
club consider starting a Botany Group for those 
members keen to further their skills and increase 
the knowledge base of the club. The first meeting 
was held at the Bluchers’ home in April 1994, at 
which the aims were decided upon and meetings 
set for each Saturday following the monthly club 
excursion. 


By 1994, Bon and Ollie Thompson held 74 re- 
gional plant lists, and it was arranged for the then 


Department of Conservation and Natural Re- 
sources to photocopy these and provide extra 
copies for the Herbarium of Victoria, the club li- 
brary and the Centre for Gippsland Studies at 
Monash University Gippsland Campus. The Bot- 
any Group could then build on this important 
work. The resulting extensive club database of 
plant lists was transferred to electronic format by 
Bon Thompson for ease of use and security of 
storage, and is now updated and managed by 
Ken Harris. 


The Botany Group program includes field trips as 
well as the study of plants and their features, and 
also survey work to provide plant lists for commu- 
nity groups. Regular activities of the group in- 
clude the annual Purple Diuris Orchid count at 
the Dawson Reserve and along Longford Road. 
Several members are participating in an on-going 
intensive field study at Wilsons Promontory coor- 
dinated by Mary Ellis, to monitor the long-term 
effects of fire on the park’s plant communities. 


Botany group meeting at Savage’s home 


Photo: Estelle Adams 


Wendy Savage, Jack Weerts. Marja Bouman, Ron Carey, Bon Thompson, Mary Austin, Bruce Adams 
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The Bird Group and bird recording 


Birdos at Sale Common 2009 
Ken Harris, Alix Williams, Julie Parker, Vi Harrison, David Mules, Gill Bremner, Ken Smith, Phil Rayment 


Dedicated bird observing activities date from the 
earliest days of the club. From 1964, Frank Jones 
coordinated involvement of a small group of 
members in bird banding with the Victorian Orni- 
thological Research Group. Three club members 
attended a VORG camp in the You Yangs late in 
1964, and subsequently a combined VORG/ 
LVFNC camp was held at Stony Creek near Cow- 
warr. Banding licences were obtained and mist 
nets purchased. By the end of 1965, Frank re- 
ported having banded one thousand birds of 43 
species, of which 76 were retraps from banding 
done by VORG members or himself. 


Part of this work involved banding no less than 41 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters on the Tyers River, 
establishing the presence of a stationary nesting 
colony. Further data for the year to June 1966 
may be found in the July 1966 issue of the News- 
letter. In 1967 a three-year project to study the 
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Photo: Peter MacFarlane 


movements of honeyeaters in relation to the flow- 
ering of native plants commenced, with the ap- 
proval of the CSIRO Division of Wildlife Re- 
search. 


Moving forward to 1979, young member Barry 
Traill took on the role of Bird Recording Officer for 
the club. That year’s winter saw members partici- 
pating in VORG Orange-bellied Parrot surveys at 
Corner Inlet and other locations. June Lubcke 
took over from Barry in 1981. 


From 1985 the Bird Group was meeting regularly 
on the first Monday of each month. In 1990 the 
“birdos” decided to take part in the Royal Austra- 
lian Ornithological Union (RAOU) Australian Bird 
Count, a national project established as a follow- 
up to the Bird Atlas project. The local group 
chose Wirilda as its study site, with regular visits 
through until June 1996 when the project con- 
cluded. 


The ubiquitous Grey Fantail - by Alix Williams 
Illustration on the brochure ‘Birds of the Latrobe Region’ 


June’s 1991 report noted local sightings of the 
Scarlet Honeyeater in Tyers, Newborough and 
Jindivick during October. Its normal range then 
extended from Cape York Peninsula down the 
east coast to Mallacoota. Eulalie Brewster subse- 
quently reported sightings at Inverloch over a four 
-week period. The species was sighted again at 
Wirilda in December 2008. 


June resigned as recording officer in 1993, and 
Elsie Coggan took up the reins. 


The club became a regular and enthusiastic par- 
ticipant in the annual Australia-wide Bird Chal- 
lenge Count from 1998. Wendy Savage looked 
after organizing the day, data collation and input 
to BOCA, until 2007. Here are the summaries for 
the years 1998 - 2009: 
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By 2008 the number of birds recorded was nearly 
four times that of 1998 and the number of species 
more than doubled. The number, knowledge and 
skills of participants have all increased as has the 
time spent at each of the sites. Over time, the 
number of species seen on Bird Challenge Count 
Day has totaled 159. This is 80% of the currently 
recorded 198 species for our region. 


In late 2006, Alix Williams took on the role of re- 
cording officer and coordinator of the Bird Group 
activities. In early 2007, TRUenergy approached 
the Club about conducting regular surveys in the 
wetlands around Morwell Bridge. Four survey 
days a year are held in addition to regular Bird 
days. TRUenergy have expressed their apprecia- 
tion by presenting the Club with several reference 
books to assist with bird watching. In 2008, 
Parks Victoria presented a certificate of apprecia- 
tion and set of bird call CDs to the club, in recog- 
nition of members’ contribution with the Central 
Gippsland Owl Monitoring Program. This set has 
enabled the Birdos to check calls and identifica- 
tion when on excursions. 


Many private companies and utilities are happy to 
provide access to their land in return for bird lists 
and short reports. So the Birdos, now numbering 
up to 16, are able to enjoy days at the Morwell 
River Wetlands, Maryvale Mill Ponds, Moe Water 
Treatment Works as well as the parks and re- 
serves that have public access. Groups from out- 
side our region such as BOCA often contact us 
for assistance in running days and camps in the 
Latrobe region. 


In 2010, Alix Williams produced a brochure ‘Birds 
of the Latrobe Region’ containing a bird list for 
visitors to the area as well as details of species 
and likelihood of sightings. The list has been de- 
veloped from Club members’ personal records, 
club records, data from the DSE data base and 
the Bird Atlas. The list acts as a supplement to 
‘The Nature of Latrobe” book. 


By word of mouth, publicity and the Club website, 
interested people are joining the Bird Group ac- 
tivities. The main aim of these is to enjoy getting 
together, out in a patch of bush or wetland, with 
like-minded individuals and to learn from each 
other about birds. 
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Cuckoo Watchers at Shallow Inlet, October 2008 Photo: Ken Harris 


At the Spring camp at Yanakie Rohan Bugg (pictured far left) called up a Shining Bronze-cuckoo which sat on a low bush for 
all to see. 


Erinundra Plateau Summer camp January 2005 Photo: Estelle Adams 


Ray Hodges, Wendy Savage, Geoff Tims, Julie Parker, Marja Bouman (standing with binoculars), Delma Hodges, Jackie 
Tims, Elsie Coggan 
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Contributions to Conservation over the years 


When the club was formed in 1960, its motto 
‘Protect and Enjoy’ was immediately taken up in 
the cause of conservation. Between 1960 and 
1964 quite a number of reserves around the La- 
trobe Valley were declared. In 1962 the APM had 
agreed to reserve some 12 acres of Bird’s Gully 
on the Thorpdale Road - named after the adjoin- 
ing landowner Mr. Bird. Also in the same year 
some Crown Land at Traralgon South was to be 
inspected so that a recommendation for its pres- 
ervation could be prepared. By July 1964 the Tra- 
ralgon Shire Secretary advised that a committee 
of management for the enlarged reserve at Tra- 
ralgon South would be formed and by September 
it was in place with club president Ken Eldridge 
as President, and plans for fencing the area were 
in hand. This reserve was on the then Callignee 
South Road behind the old Traralgon South 
School. When land was allocated for the Loy 
Yang Power Station this reserve came within that 
land. The act that brought Loy Yang Power into 
being superseded the act declaring the Traralgon 
South Reserve. After much negotiating with the 
State Electricity Commission, the Club managed 


to secure another Flora Reserve at Traralgon 
South to replace the first reserve. This reserve is 
behind the Motorcross track on the Traralgon 
Creek Road. 


Discussions about reserving bushland around 
Sayers Trig Point, about 5 km south-west of Her- 
nes Oak, took place in May 1964, and by Decem- 
ber Morwell Shire Council advised that 50 acres 
in the vicinity of the trig point had been declared 
as a flora reserve. Also that month Mr Homann 
reported a botanical survey of Edward Hunter 
Pool area was completed and the City of Moe 
Council contacted. In September the Council re- 
ported that it was negotiating with the Railway 
Commissioners for purchase of the Edward 
Hunter Pool area. 


In July 1964 the Shire of Morwell Council was 
approached for a reserve at Silcox’s Hill near the 
Morwell/Yinnar Road. In August it was decided to 
ask the Minister For Lands and Conservation to 
consider the advisability of preserving areas of 
natural bush adjacent to pine plantations, where it 
was necessary to clear native bushland for plant- 


South Cascade working bee, on the Thomson Dam Road early 1960s 


Photo: Club archives 


ing pines. This was to ensure that bird-life in the 
vicinity would be maintained. 


Jim Peterson reported in October 1964 that he 
had officially represented the Club at a visit to 
South Cascade Creek in the Thomson Valley, 
with members of the City of Moe Council and the 
Shires of Morwell and Trafalgar. It was decided to 
approach the Secretary of the Forest Commis- 
sion to have this area declared a Scenic Reserve. 
By December it was reported that we were one of 
several clubs interested and a reserve was being 
considered. In 1966 Jim Peterson presented the 
club’s viewpoint on South Cascade to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee investigating the Thomson 
River Catchment. The Club cut the track through 
to the South Cascade Creek. 


The road to Gormandale was being upgraded in 
1967 and a corner at Byes Road was to be cut off 
leaving an island of bushland. The club compiled 
a plant list of the area and successfully ap- 
proached the road authority to have it declared a 
wildflower reserve. Much of the surrounding 
bushland was being cleared to plant pines. 


The following sections cover a number of re- 
serves where the club had a major role in their 
establishment. 


Hazelwood Arboretum 


During the early 1960s the LVFNC approached 
the then SEC for land beside the established 
Hazelwood Pondage to be developed as an Ar- 
boretum for Native Plants. This was agreed upon 
and the SEC cultivated the area, and plants were 
ordered. The plants came from Natural Re- 
sources Conservation League Nursery, and some 
locally. Approximately 1000 trees were ordered 
but not all could be supplied, so other replace- 
ments were made. 


It was agreed that the SEC would maintain the 
area, with general mowing etc. Stakes and labels 
were being made and the first trees were planted 
in a block near the highway, which was thought to 
be most suitable, being the driest. 


Planting was done in 1963 and 1964. School chil- 
dren assisted with planting, helped by LVFNC - 
members and members of the Morwell Horticul- 
tural Society. There were many working bees to 
do the planting. 


A sub-committee was formed and advised that 
regular working bees would be needed. These 
were held on the second Saturday each month 
when watering, weeding and general tree main- 
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tenance were attended to. In 1965 an inventory of 
surviving plants was completed and it was found 
that 712 trees were alive representing 133 spe- 
cies. Some plants succumbed to weather, rabbits 
etc. The watering was done with buckets from a 
tank supplied by club member Bob Auchterlonie. 


Over the years the trees have become sadly de- 
pleted with a caravan park and boat club taking 
up some of the area. Visiting the area, it is hard 
to see much of the original plantings, as this area 
is now a major recreational area for the Latrobe 
Valley. The Pondage itself provides the water 
needed to operate the Hazelwood Power Station 
and was the main reason for establishing the wa- 
ter body. 


APM Reserve on Downies Lane 
Traralgon South 


In the early 1960s the property behind the 
Thompsons’ farm at Traralgon South was sold to 
the APM who intended to clear the natural bush 
and plant pines. As Bon and Ollie had often 
walked in that area and knew all of the native 
plants there, they decided to try to persuade the 
APM to create a reserve on a portion of it. To this 
end they contacted the LVFNC for its members to 
help list the plants in the area. 


Several members of the club including Jim Peter- 
son, Jean Galbraith, Ern Homann and Ted 
McElroy came to look at the area in November 


1964. That was the Thompsons ’ first contact with 
the club. Jean Galbraith compiled a list of the 
plants seen that day. The club then approached 
the APM, and Mike Hall came out to look at the 
area that members would like reserved. Bon re- 
members having trouble showing Mike the flow- 
ers, as he was more interested in the trees, being 
a forester! 


The APM set aside 8 acres along Downies Lane. 
It still remains today. 


Boola Boola Reserve 


Jean Galbraith met with the Forests Commission 
and spoke to them about creating a reserve on 
the Boola Boola Road to maintain an area of the 
natural forest there. It was felt that this was nec- 
essary as much of the forest was being harvested 
for pulpwood for the APM. In November 1964 
Jean reported the proposed reserve would be 
surveyed by the Lands Department. In December 
she reported that 150 acres of Boola Boola For- 
est had now been reserved, and the Club was to 
arrange for markers to be placed at suitable 
points for identification. Markers had been placed 
by March 1965 and application made to the Min- 
ister for Lands for erection of signs indicating the 
reserve. The Club visited this area from time to 
time on excursions. The Forests Commission had 
signs constructed and erected for the reserve. 


After the Boola Boola Forest had been cleared 
and regrown the Forests Commission had its per- 
sonnel do a survey of the forest. The Boola Boola 
Reserve was used as a comparison of an area 
that had not been cleared. Later around the 
1980s the Narracan Shire decided to widen the 
road at the site of the reserve. This meant the 
road went through the reserve. Of course the 
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Club objected and asked to meet with the Shire 
Engineer on site. He was explaining that the 
Shire didn’t know it was a reserve even though 
he was then standing in front of the sign. The re- 
sult of this meeting was that the reserve retained 
its status. It is still a reserve despite the Tyers 
Regional Park and Moondarra State Park being 
proclaimed. 


Holey Plains State Park 


The first recorded club excursion to Rosedale 
South was on 28 September 1963. This was 
mainly brought about by Jean Galbraith’s knowl- 
edge of the area, and she led the excursion. In 
the late 1960s the APM leased crown land at 
Rosedale South to clear and plant pine trees. Af- 
ter the clearing, for about 5 years, until the pines 
were thick enough to smother the wildflowers, 
there was a real botanic garden in the cleared 
areas. The club was so impressed with the wild- 
flowers that in February 1969 it started to compile 
a census of the plants and where they grew, in 
the areas of uncleared land, in the hope of being 
able to have a reserve declared somewhere in 
the area. 


By 1970 the club had collected much information 
and began to discuss the project with the Shire of 
Rosedale, the Forest Commission and the APM, 
to settle on an area that was acceptable to all. 
Although it was not the best wildflower area, eve- 
ryone agreed that they would not object if the out- 
come was reservation of about 1000 acres on the 
south western corner of the intersection between 
the Limepit Road and Chessum Road. Unfortu- 
nately, when the club applied to the Forest Com- 
mission in Melbourne to have the area declared a 
reserve, they advised that the Land Conservation 
Council (LCC) was being formed to look into the 
uses of all crown land. They suggested the club 
wait and apply for the reserve when they were 
studying the South Gippsland area. 


So in 1972 when the LCC announced its study of 
the South Gippsland area the club went to work 
to look at all the areas of crown land that they 
were studying. Then the report was published 
and submissions invited. In the autumn, the APM 
had burnt the 1000 acres the club was interested 
in as they thought it was probably their last 
chance to reduce the fire hazard. To the club’s 
good fortune, most of the Grasstrees in that block 
flowered the next spring, just when the LCC were 
calling for submissions. As a result of much effort 
by the club and other organizations including the 
South Gippsland Conservation Society, there 


were over 500 submissions asking for some of 
the area at Rosedale South to be preserved. The 
LCC rang Bon Thompson to say they were very 
impressed with all the submissions, but didn’t 
think there was very much of botanical impor- 
tance in the area. When Bon started to correct 
this perception, she was asked to put the detail 
on paper, which was duly done. The result of this, 
and perhaps also Jean Galbraith talking to Dr Jim 
Willis, was Dr Willis visiting the area to make his 
own assessment. 


There was much happiness when the final rec- 
ommendations came out in October 1973 allocat- 
ing 10,800 ha (26,700 acres) as the Holey Plains 
State Park. The report stated “a substantial area 
of public land should be reserved in this (LCC) 
block because the vegetation type, although 
widespread on public land in this study area, has 
very restricted occurrence outside it. In addition, 
a large proportion of the public submissions re- 
ceived by the Council urged that this particular 
area be retained under native vegetation”. Thank- 
fully the Government accepted the LCC’s recom- 
mendations and passed them into law. 


There was a Gippsland Regional Environmental 
Study of The Vegetation of Holey Plains State 
Park by G A Parr-Smith in July 1978. 


Crinigan Road Bushland Reserve 


_ In 1960 the State Electricity Commission of Victo- 


ria (SECV) acquired this land from the Housing 
Commission for possible future developments, 
and also to restrict residential growth on the 
northern boundary of Morwell. The land was 
leased to a pony club for several years, then to 
the Crinigan Road Primary School to use for envi- 
ronmental studies, with the general public being 
allowed to use it for recreational purposes. The 
LVFNC was part of the general public interested 
in the reserve. Barry Traill, a student at that time, 
was a member of the club. In 1981 Barry pre- 
sented the then Shire of Morwell with a thesis on 
the area; club members helped him with informa- 
tion on the natural history of the area. The Coun- 
cil took up Barry’s suggestions and in 1982 the 
SECV leased the reserve to the Shire of Morwell 
for 10 years. The Shire formed a Committee of 
Management and Eric Lubcke represented the 
club for all the years of the lease. The Shire man- 
aged the reserve, cleared the rubbish, built a 
footbridge and the car park, and tried to exclude 
motor vehicles. 


In 1987 the LCC published a report on a special 
investigation into SECV land, discussing whether 
the blocks of land should be sold or retained, and 


Cape Woolamai excursion, March 1971 
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Photo: Ollie Thompson 


if retained, for what purposes. The final report 
from the LCC recommended that the reserve be 
used to maintain the character and quality of the 
local landscape, and that passive recreation, 
such as picnicking and walking, be permitted. It 
also recommended that apiculture be permitted, 
and that at the expiration of the present lease the 
area be permanently reserved under Section 4 of 
the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978, and be 
managed by the Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands. 


At the end of the lease the DCFL didn’t have the 
money to buy the reserve from the SECV, and 
the Shire were not showing much interest in it. 
Around 1993 the Club decided to try to do some- 
thing about the reserve having heard there was to 
be an application made to have the classification 
of the reserve revoked. To this end the club ap- 
plied for a grant to produce a booklet to send to 
the Minister of Natural Resources and other po- 
tentially relevant ministers. The club also sent 
copies to all the Morwell Councillors, and got sup- 
port from the public and the nearby schools. This 
booklet was a joint effort. Beatrice Roberts drew 
the illustrations, Bon and Ollie Thompson did the 
research, and Wendy Savage set it up. 


Maryvale Hospital wanted some of the land. The 
LCC had stated they would support the exchange 
of some 2.3 hectares of the bushland reserve for 
3 hectares of land providing a frontage to Mary- 
vale Road. The final result was that the Shire pur- 
chased the land from the SECV, and sold the 
land required by the Maryvale Hospital to cover 
the cost of purchase. 


The reserve now has a very active Committee of 
Management. In 2008 club member Ken Smith, 
living nearby and having a strong interest in the 
reserve, took on the role of club representative on 
this committee. 
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Traralgon South Flora & Fauna 
Reserve 


In 1982 the club made submissions to the LCC 
to try to have some of the crown land in Traral- 
gon South reserved because of the native 
vegetation considered to be unique. Unfortu- 
nately the LCC did not see fit to reserve any of 
it, but did set aside about 1000 acres of the 
area in Uncommitted Land classification, stat- 
ing ‘Council is aware of the potential of this 
land to supply large quantities of sand, the de- 
mand for which may increase significantly in 
the future. Council further recognizes that it 
may also be required for coal production, but 
believes that the native vegetation here should 
be protected until such time as the area is re- 
quired for coal production.’ 


In 1987 the LCC was again interested in this 
area when it produced the Latrobe Valley Spe- 
cial Investigation, particularly of the State Elec- 
tricity Commission Victoria (SECV) land. So 
the club again put in a submission for a re- 
serve stating that the eucalypt associations 
and understorey were different from any sur- 
rounding areas. This resulted in the LCC com- 


missioning Bon and Ollie Thompson to prove 
that statement by comparing the eucalypt as- 
sociations and their understorey of Moondarra 
State Park, Tyers Regional Park, Morwell Na- 
tional Park, Holey Plains State Park, Jeeralang 
Education and Hardwood Production areas, 
Gormandale Hardwood Production area, 
Boodyarn Forest and Mullundung Forest with 
the Traralgon South area. They found that 
while several of the eucalypt associations in 
Traralgon South were present in some of the 


other areas, the associated understoreys were 
different. The conservation value of this land was 
high also because of the number of eucalypt as- 
sociations found within a relatively compact area. 
These associations, and in particular the combi- 
nation of species in the understorey strata, were 
assessed as not adequately represented in the 
region’s existing system of reserves. 


In October 1987 the LCC recommended that 
833ha be reserved as a Flora and Fauna Re- 
serve. Today the reserve comes under the con- 
trol of Parks Victoria. 


Eric Lubcke Yarra Gum Reserve 


When the City of Morwell decided to build elderly 
citizens’ flats in Maryvale Crescent in Morwell, 
Eric Lubcke became concerned that the Yarra 
Gum (Eucalyptus yarraensis) trees in the area 
would have to be cut down. So after discussion 
with Max James of the Department of Natural Re- 
sources and Environment (DNRE), Eric collected 
seed from the trees in Maryvale Crescent and 
grew a great number of seedlings. DNRE, 
through Max, negotiated for land at the end of 
Maryvale Crescent to be planted with Eric’s seed- 
lings, to preserve the local provenance of the 
species. This area was chosen because Yarra 
Gum trees already grew there, so it was known 
the area was suitable for the trees. At this time 
there were very few records of the Yarra Gum in 
this region. 


Much work was necessary to prepare the ground 
for the planting and volunteers were needed to 
help with it. Club members helped Eric with plant- 
ing and school children from Morwell also planted 
some of the trees. Over the years it has been 
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Jim Wall, Ollie Thompson and 
Eric Lubcke. 1997 


Photo: Ollie Thompson collection 


very difficult to get the maintenance done on 
the reserve. To acknowledge Eric’s part in 
the preparation of the seedlings and in the 
planting, it was decided to name the reserve 
after him. To this end there was a special 
meeting of councillors, members of the club 
and friends and others concerned with the 
reserve, to thank Eric, and to officially name 
and open the reserve on 14 December 1994. 


In recent times the club has contacted the 
Latrobe City Council several times, to en- 
deavour to have the reserve properly main- 
tained with mowing, and also removing de- 
bris of trees and rubbish from the reserve. 
Finally the reserve has been added to the 
Council's mowing and maintenance program. 


Morwell National Park 


Very early on, Eulalie and Os Brewster were 
told about a Tree Orchid on Mr Quigley’s 
property out from Yinnar South. They found 
the orchid, Sarcochilus australis, commonly 
known as the Butterfly Orchid, in December 
1946. In November 1951 they took Ellen Lyn- 
don over to Foster’s Gully to show her the 
orchids. That was the beginning of Ellen’s 
dedication to conserving that area. 


Ellen’s research provided the history of the 
area to that time. She makes light in her book 
Door to the Forest of the problems of acquir- 
ing the Park. Jim Peterson was one of the 
Club members who were very active in lobby- 
ing persons in authority. In late 1965, with a 
government grant to the Shire of half the pur- 
chase price, and the National Parks Authority 
supplying the other half, the land was pur- 


Excursion to Lyrebird Walk, Mirboo North, 2009 


Photo: Ken Smith 


Ken Harris, wearing his trademark akubra hat pointing out plants of interest to (from L to R) Joan 
Laby, David Stickeny, Margaret Rowe & Ron Carey 


chased. But it was 1967 before the necessary 
parliamentary act was passed and the land be- 
came the Morwell National Park, and a house 
was built and a ranger appointed. 


The next problem arose during the Land Conser- 
vation Council’s investigations into public land in 
South Gippsland No 2. The club provided much 
information to the LCC for the report and the pro- 
posed recommendations. In November 1982 the 
LCC final recommendations were available. In 
these recommendations, Morwell was recom- 
mended as a Flora and Fauna Reserve, which, of 
course, did not have the standing of a National 
Park. Members of the club met with the secretary 
of the LCC in Morwell and tried to persuade him 
to leave the area a national park. His main argu- 
ment was the limited size of the park. We asked 
him not to use Morwell NP as an example but to 
investigate all the small national parks, of which 
there were quite a number in the State, together. 
In this way we hoped to have more support. Then 
we had to lobby parliament not to accept the LCC 
recommendations and leave Morwell NP as it 
was, which is what happened. 


Efforts were also made to enlarge the park. Fi- 
nally the Forestry Commission arranged a swap 
of land with the APM and so more land at the 
back was added, and the APM obtained land 
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more suitable for growing pines, which was not 
so hilly. 

Ellen never lost her interest in the Park and con- 
tinued to write letters of concern. There were 
dogs running wild in the Park, fire protection is- 
sues, introduction of interstate orchids into the 
park and other issues. 


Then Friends of the Park was formed in 1986 and 
some members of the Club became members of 
that group also.. 


Finally the Billy’s Creek area was added in 1987. 
Joan Kirner, then Minister for Conservation, For- 
ests and Lands, visited the park at this time. 


Ken Harris has had a very active involvement in 
the park from the mid-1980s including a lengthy 
period of service as president of the friends 
group. As well as preparing his book on the flora 
of the park mentioned earlier, he has developed 
and maintains a comprehensive website. 


It is sad to note that the Butterfly Orchids, which 
Ken has monitored since 1987, have been in de- 
cline over the last 10-15 years and are now in 
serious trouble. Ken has Parks Victoria permis- 
sion to hand pollinate as a low reproductive rate 
may add to problems from recent drier weather 
conditions. 
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Other more recent Conservation involvements 


Wirilda Environment Park 


Club members have had a long-standing associa- 
tion with this park, which is located on the west 
side of the Tyers River, approximately 3 km west 
of Tyers township. Ollie Thompson and Tom Mor- 
etti were members of the Project Committee as 
early as 1971, and Jim Wall later joined it. Two of 
the walking tracks were later named for Ollie and 
Jim in recognition of their contributions over many 
years, through to 1995. 


In 1974, the committee made a submission to the 
Victorian Government proposing a “Wirilda Envi- 
ronment Park”, resulting in a grant of $70,000 to 
enable the purchase of the farmland needed for 
the project. Then, in 1987 the Wirilda Project As- 
sociation appointed a part-time ranger, resulting 
in improvements to the picnic area and the ability 
to close the park at night to discourage vandal- 
ism. 1992 was an active year of development. 
Four thousand trees of mixed native species 
were planted on the higher ground, the track net- 
work was extended and colour-coordinated mark- 
ers placed to better define routes. 


Today, the park is a much-used recreation area, 
having the advantage of being located at the 
southern end of the walking trail through the 
Tyers valley from Moondarra Reservoir. 


Mathison Park, Churchill 


Advice was obtained from the Ministry for Hous- 
ing and Construction in 1987 of an agreement to 
ensure public ownership of what was to become 
Mathison Park, thereby saving the land from 
housing development. 1991 saw the first meeting 
of the Mathison Park Development Committee, 
which Philip Rayment attended as club represen- 
tative. Over the following years the Latrobe Re- 
gional Commission and then the Latrobe City 
Council supported the work of the committee, 
with Tom Lawless (not a club member) liaising 
with council as a tireless advocate for the park’s 
development. Early in 1993, the committee pro- 
posed a concept plan for the long-term develop- 
ment, and this was adopted by Morwell Council. 
The plan benefitted from input by club members 
Rob deSouza-Daw and Ken Harris, who main- 
tained a census of native plants and prepared a 
comprehensive list of trees and shrubs for pro- 
gressive planting in appropriate habitat zones. An 
arboretum representing the trees of Gippsland is 
being developed in the south-west corner of the 
park. A major advance in the park’s evolution was 
the construction, in 1998, of the Eel Hole Creek 
formed pathway, funded through the Victorian 
Government’s “Pride of Place” Project. Ken Har- 
ris has continued an active involvement in the 
management committee to this day. 


Wirilda Environment Park 


Ollie Thompson & Jim Wall at the 
opening of Ollie’s Track and Jim’s 
Track in 1996 

Photo: Ollie Thompson collection 


Field Naturalists excursion inthe 
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Jones (behind), John Jones, Robert Peterson, Bart Sterkenberg. Children in foreground unidentified. 
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From left: Jim Petersen (standing), Iris Petersen & daughter Julie seated, Frank Branson talking to George Scanlon, sa: Long & Inez Branson (seated), Mrs Malovanovic, Mr & Mrs Simon Belgraver (standing) with daughter Carol in front, Frank 


Photo: Club archives 


BAHL 
> 


Blank Page Digitally Inserted 


Uralla Nature Reserve, Trafalgar 


The club’s conservation coordinator Bon Thomp- 
son and members completed a census of plants, 
birds and animals of this valuable patch of bush- 
land on the edge of Trafalgar township in 1986, 
followed up with regular surveys ever since. The 
land is owned by the Trust for Nature and man- 
aged by a local committee formed in 2001. Re- 
cently, the club provided a grant of $1200 to as- 
sist with preparation of interpretive signage to 
inform visitors about the reserve’s diversity of 
flora, fauna and habitat. 


Heyfield Racecourse Wetlands 
Reserve 


The committee for this planned reserve asked the 
club in 1996 to compile a flora and fauna list to 
assist with the development of a wetland within it. 
The reserve was Officially opened in January 
2001 by Mr Craig Ingram, Independent Member 
for East Gippsland in the Victorian Parliament. 
The wetlands serve at least three inter-related 
purposes: a wetland for birdlife and indigenous 
vegetation, a collection point for storm-water run- 
off from a large part of Heyfield township and a 
system for enhancing the quality of flows into the 
Thomson River. 


Dawson Reserve 


In 1987 the club called for protection of a site 
near the former Dawson Railway Station where 
the Purple Diuris orchid was recorded. V/Line 
agreed to allow the fencing of the site, which was 
assisted by a donation from the Plant Preserva- 
tion Society. Later, the club participated in discus- 
sions with DNRE and the Sale and District FNC 
to develop advice to the Gippsland Plains Rail 
Trail Committee of Management in relation to the 
reserve. The club has included this site in an an- 
nual Spring survey of the orchid which continues 
to this day. 


Brodribb Road Wetland 


In 1997, the club, concerned for the future of a 
small wetland to the east of Hazelwood Power 
Station known locally as the “lily pond”, advo- 
cated its preservation through conversion to 
Crown Land status, a move which would have 
involved the “shell” of the former SECV. This did 
not eventuate, but in 1998 the Hazelwood Power 
Corporation purchased the site. It, together with a 
second land parcel north-west of the first Morwell 
exit on the Princes Freeway, has since been pro- 
gressively developed as a protected wetland. The 
pond was re-contoured to encourage waders, 
extensive planting was done and a bird hide, ob- 
servation platform and path network were con- 
structed. In 1999, member Rob de Souza-Daw in 
conjunction with Steve Kurec of Latrobe City pre- 
pared detailed plans for wetland visitor facilities at 
both sites for submission to Hazelwood Power. 


Morwell River Wetlands 


In 1999 International Power Hazelwood secured 
land adjacent to the Morwell River to develop a 
replacement wetlands for the 'Western Wetlands' 
that made way for the expansion of the Hazel- 
wood open cut mine. The land consisted of a 12 
Ha site to the north of the Princes Highway pur- 
chased from the SECV shell and a 50 Ha site to 
the south of the Princes Highway and west of the 
Strzelecki Highway. This was leased from Gipp- 
sland Water for 40 years. The site was designed 
by Woodward-Clyde with input from a number of 
interested parties including the club. The site has 
been extensively planted with upper storey tree 
plantings, understorey shrubs and native grasses 
following the removal of pest species and willows. 
Biodiversity monitoring has commenced and con- 
tinued at the wetlands by International Power 
Hazelwood and flora and fauna data collected is 
shared with a number of local groups including 
the club. The club organizes regular excursions 
to the wetlands and regular monthly bird surveys 
are conducted by club member David Stickney. 


Roadside Vegetation Sites, Latrobe 
City area 


The club has had a long-standing involvement in 
survey work to assist in the protection of signifi- 
cant roadside vegetation sites, under the National 
Landcare Program. In 1993, a grant of $500 was 
obtained via Morwell Shire Council, to cover 
members’ car costs for survey work coordinated 
by Bon and Ollie Thompson, with input by Flor- 
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ence and Jim Blucher and Eric Lubcke in particu- 
lar. The assessment of sites in Morwell Shire was 
completed by early 1994, and by 1996 the whole 
Latrobe Shire had been covered. Fourteen signs 
were placed by DNRE, including the locations of 
Early Road, Moe; Old Melbourne Road, Morwell; 
Glengarry-Tyers Road; Clarkes Road, Traralgon 
South; Traralgon Creek Road, Traralgon South; 
Tramway Road, Churchill. 


Bat Roost Box project 


In the late 1990s Rob de Souza-Daw was re- 
searching bat species and the use of roost boxes 
as habitat. He developed a kit to assist with con- 
struction of the boxes, with the support of the 


- West Gippsland Catchment Management Author- 


ity (WGCMA) and Ross Scott in particular. To 
help inaugurate and promote the project, bat bi- 
ologist Dr Lindy Lumsden from the Arthur Rylah 
Institute addressed the club at its February 2000 
meeting, which was followed by a bat-trapping 
excursion in Morwell National Park. Six boxes 
were handed over to the CMA early in 2000; fur- 
ther boxes were fabricated by WorkFocus for 
placement at WGCMA and other sites. In October 
2000, Hazelwood Power installed sixteen boxes 
at the Brodribb Road wetland, placed at various 
heights above 4 metres from the ground, but 
reachable for monitoring using an extension lad- 
der. Later on, fifteen boxes were installed in 
Mathison Park, Churchill. 


Moe-Yallourn Rail Trail 


In 1997, a committee of management was formed 
to oversee the development of the 9 km long dis- 
used rail line between Narracan Drive in Moe and 
the Yallourn Power Station as a walking, cycling 
and horseriding trail. The Botany Group did a — 
flora survey of the section through to Old Sale 
Road in September to assist with planning. This 
was soon after extended through to Sullivans 
Track, and eventually on to the power station. 
The Rail Trail was officially opened in July 1999. 
Madge Vinnell was a dedicated club representa- 
tive on the committee for many years. 


Traralgon Railway Reservoir 
Conservation Reserve 


From around 1996 the club has assisted the very 
active and enthusiastic Friends Group working to 
develop the environs of the former Traralgon 
Railway Reservoir as a conservation reserve by 
contributing plant lists and advice on suitable 
plantings. An attractive Interpretive Information 
Shelter was officially opened in December 2008, 
funded through a significant International Power 
Flagship Award. Ken Harris provided many of the 
photographs incorporated into the excellent infor- 
mation panels. Club member John Lawson has 
played a visionary and dedicated role in this re- 
serve’s development. 


Ollerton Avenue, Moe block 


In August 2001 the club lodged an objection to 
the proposed sale of a block of land in Ollerton 
Avenue, Moe, on the basis of its high conserva- 
tion value. A plant survey at that time produced a 
list of 70-80 native species; importantly, a high 
proportion of the grasses were native species. A 
DNRE assessment classed the site as South 
Gippsland Grassy Woodland, an endangered 
Ecological Vegetation Class. By 2003, Latrobe 
City Council had reserved the site and called for 
nominations for a management committee. Lorna 
Long represented the club from early 2004. In 
late 2009, the club made a grant of $1000 to as- 
sist with provision of interpretive signage. 


Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve 


John Lawson showing plans to Phyllis Dyt, Vi Harrison and 


Bon & Ollie Thompson. Photo: Alix Williams 


Information shelter at Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve 


Strzelecki Ranges ‘Cores and Links’ 


An on-going matter of considerable concern to 
the club over recent years has been the threats to 
the so-called ‘Cores and Links’ areas in the 
Strzelecki Ranges to the south of Latrobe City. 
The ‘Cores and Links’ comprise the areas identi- 
fied in the 2001 Biodiversity Study commissioned 
by the Strzelecki Working Group as of highest 
conservation value which together with linking 
corridors would form the basis of a permanent 
reserve system linking the Gunyah Rainforest 
Reserve and Tarra Bulga National Park. The 
threats to this concept are exemplified by the 
Grand Ridge Plantations (GRP) proposal in 2006 
to harvest 1800 hectares acting as buffers for 
Cool Temperate Rainforest. It had been hoped 
that a memorandum of understanding signed by 
GRP, Trust for Nature, Nature Conservancy and 
the state government in 2004 would facilitate the 
buyback of the ‘Cores and Links’. Sadly this did 
not eventuate without further compromises to the 
areas of highest conservation value, despite lob- 
bying over a long period by conservation groups 


Photo: Phil Rayment 


in the region including this club. The eventual 
2008 agreement between the state government 
and Hancock Plantations Victoria protected 8000 
hectares of the ‘Cores and Links’ but only after a 
“one-off” harvesting in some areas such as the 
College Creek catchment, of very high conserva- 
tion value. 


Community profile 


Over the years, much of the club’s activity in the 
conservation sphere has involved either repre- 
sentation on government, industry or community 
consultation groups, or submissions to corpora- 
tions or government instrumentalities. This sec- 
tion provides a brief summary of just some of 
these activities, roughly in chronological order. 
The indicated years are usually the commence- 
ments in the case of representatives on groups. 
Sincere apologies to those many members 
whose contributions have not been recognized 
here. 


1964: Formation of management committee for 
the enlarged Traralgon South Reserve — 3 club 
representatives including Jim Peterson were 
nominated, and Ken Eldridge was appointed 
committee president. 


1966: Edward Hunter Bush Heritage Reserve 
Committee of Management — Ken McDonald was 
appointed as club representative, serving for 
twenty years. 


1971: Woorabinda School Camp Board — Ken 
McDonald commenced fifteen years service as 
club representative, and in 1986 his contribution 
to Woorabinda was recognized through life mem- 
bership. 


1986: Traralgon Land Protection Regional Advi- 
sory Committee — Ollie Thompson was club rep- 
resentative. 


1986: Morwell Open Cut and Overburden Reha- 
bilitation Committee - Jim Blucher represented 
the club for several years; this committee’s aim 
was to facilitate the return of worked-out areas of 
the open cut as close as possible to their pre- 
mined condition, via major landscaping and 
revegetation. This work was based on a good 
deal of research and site field trials. 


1987: Draft Code of Forest Practice — club sub- 
mission prepared by conservation coordinator 
Bon Thompson. 


1987: Latrobe Landscape Consultative Commit- 
tee — Jim Wall appointed as club representative. 


Morwell Open Cut excursion 
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Photo: Ollie Thompson 


Lake Wellington excursion, 1988 
Bon & Ollie Thompson on left 


This committee worked under the auspices of the 
Latrobe Regional Commission (which was paving 
the way for a new regional local government 
structure) to enhance the visual landscape of the 
Latrobe Valley, especially at the entrances and 


exits of the main towns and along major avenues. 


Jim resigned in 1991. 


1987: Central Gippsland Land Protection Re- 
gional Advisory Committee — Ollie Thompson 
represented the club on a group which instigated 
such projects as reclamation work on Fells Creek 
at Kilmany to combat erosion. 


1991: Forest Management Area Advisory Com- 
mittee — Jim Blucher represented the club on this 
committee which considered a hierarchy of pre- 
scriptions to be adhered to in the Central Gipp- 
sland area, taking into consideration the Code of 
Forest Practices and earlier prescriptions and 
guidelines, along with community views. 


1991: Wellington Wetlands Consultative Commit- 
tee — Lorna Long represented the club. A primary 
focus of this committee was the rehabilitation of 
Lake Coleman after the opening of the Latrobe 
Valley Ocean Outfall into Bass Strait at Delray 
Beach, enabling the cessation of waste-water 
inflows into Lake Coleman. 
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1994: Lake Narracan Board of Management — 
Elsie Coggan was the initial club representative. 
Early activity included development of the wet- 
lands at Becks Bridge. 


1994: Australian Paper Environmental Monitoring 
Committee — John Larsen took up this new repre- 
sentational role. John Poppins took over in 1998. 
The group has had several name changes, be- 
coming the Maryvale Paper Mill Community Envi- 
ronmental Consultative Committee in 2003. 


1995: Hazelwood Power Corporation Rehabilita- 
tion Consultative Group — inaugurated in April 

that year, with Jim Blucher appointed as a com- 
munity representative reporting back to the club. 


1996: Yallourn Energy Environmental Community 
Consultative Group — the club nominated Jim Blu- 
cher following an advertised call for community 
representatives early in that year. Anne Stewart 
took up the role in 1998 followed later by John 
Sunderland. 


1996: Latrobe Shire Landscape Master Plan — 
Philip Rayment represented the club on a group 
set up to help develop this plan, and coordinated 
club input. 


1996: Amcor Plantations Conservation Reserve — 
Philip Rayment represented the club on the steer- 
ing committee; the 95 hectare site for the reserve, 
“Orchards Block”, was donated to the community 
by Australian Paper Plantations. The Botany 
Group undertook a plant survey of the higher 
reaches in autumn 1997. The reserve was named 
as Carrajung Conservation Reserve or 
“Jungadale” and officially opened by Mr Peter 
McGauran on 29 November 1998. In 2000, a fed- 
erally funded Green Corps project enabled the 
construction of a track network. 


1998:Hazelwood Power Environmental Consulta- 
tive Group — Rob de Souza-Daw followed John 
Larsen as club representative; Lorna Long took 
on the role in 2000. 


1999: Morwell River Wetlands Committee — 
Lorna Long represented the club on this commit- 
tee charged with overseeing the development of 
Brodribb Road wetland and two sites adjoining 
the Princes Freeway near Morwell. 


2000: Jean Galbraith Scholarship in Botany and 
Conservation Biology — this scholarship was initi- 
ated by the Latrobe City Trust in 2000, drawing 
on advice provided by Philip Rayment and Jackie 
Tims who consulted botany departments in Victo- 
rian universities. The award was launched, very 
appropriately, at ‘Dunedin’ in Tyers and the first 
recipient, Alison Vaughan, was announced in 
2001. Dean Ingwersen received the 2004 schol- 
arship and in 2008 Tamara Leitch and Claire 
McLean were joint awardees. Both our club and 
the South East Australian Naturalists’ Association 
have made donations to the scholarship fund. 


2001: Latrobe City Community Environment 
Working Group (CEWG) — Philip Rayment repre- 
sented the club on this group charged with advis- 
ing council on environmental policies and strate- 
gies. In 2003, this advisory process was ex- 
tended by complementing CEWG with a Latrobe 
Environment Reference Group which included a 
broad range of industry and government depart- 
ment as well as community representatives. 


2002: Edward Hunter Bush Heritage Reserve — 
following activation of a friends group, Beatrice 
Roberts was appointed club representative. 


2002: State Government Native Vegetation 
Framework — since that year, Jackie Tims has 
represented the club at various forums relating to 
planning controls for native vegetation. 


2003: Traralgon Creek NEIP - a proposal for a 
Neighbourhood Environment Improvement Plan 


(NEIP) for the Traralgon Creek catchment, un- 
der the umbrella of the Victorian Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA), was developed as 
a model for enhancing management of the 
whole Latrobe River catchment within Latrobe 
City. Philip Rayment represented the club on 
the working group. 


2006: Morwell River NEIP - public meetings 
were held in Boolarra and Yinnar to gauge 
support for development of a second NEIP in 
Latrobe City. This proceeded, with the pro- 
posal going to Latrobe City Council for en- 
dorsement prior to submission to the EPA. The 
final report was signed at a ceremony in June 
2007. David Stickney represented the club on 
the working group. 


2007: Biodiversity Landscape Plans for the 
Strzelecki Ranges Bioregion — Jackie Tims 
joined the committee overseeing the develop- 
ment of these plans when the club was invited 
by the West Gippsland CMA to provide a rep- 
resentative. 


Interactions with the State-wide Association of 
Field Naturalist Clubs 


The Victorian Field Naturalist Clubs Association 

(VFNCA) was set up in 1972 with the objectives 

of 

e improving cooperation and communication be- 
tween FNCs 

e encouraging the establishment of new clubs 

e fostering regional groupings and activities 

e coordinating and promoting conservation pro- 
jects 

Don Lyndon was one of the members of the initial 

steering committee and his wife Ellen was interim 

secretary. 


The first annual convention was held at Sheppar- 
ton in March 1973, organized by the Goulburn- 
Murray FNC. The LVFNC hosted the March 1982 
VFNCA camp, with 40 members from other parts 
of Victoria participating. The March 1987 get- 
together was based at Inverloch, with arrange- 
ments being coordinated by Os and Eulalie Brew- 
ster. Excursions took in such coastal sites as 
Walkerville South (led by Graeme Rowe), Eagles 
Nest and Cape Patterson. 


In late 1992, the club offered to host the March 
1994 VFNCA camp in Central Gippsland. A plan- 
ning subcommittee of Wendy Savage (secretary), 
Ken Savage, Lorna Long (treasurer), Mary Aus- 
tin, Ron Carey and Philip Rayment (convenor) 
was formed. Many favourable comments were 
received from the approximately 140 participants 
from twenty-one different clubs, 106 of whom 
were accommodated at Eden on the Pond, on the 
shores of the Hazelwood Pondage, which was 
also the venue for the various talks, displays and 


meetings. The program included seven full- 
day and six half-day excursions. A highlight for 
many participants was the 3D Nature Photog- 
raphy of Ron Court and Arthur Ewen; Meredith 
Fletcher from the Centre for Gippsland Studies 
at Monash Gippsland prepared a set of most 
attractive display posters profiling notable 
early naturalists of the Gippsland region, and 
other displays were contributed by DCNR and 
the Latrobe Tourism Board. Evening talks by 
Arthur Ewen, Heather Jorey (DCNR) and Sid 
Cook formed an important and varied element, 
with the latter memorable as herpetologist 


_ extraordinaire on the Sunday evening! 
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In 1996, the VFNCA established a steering 
committee of five to set in place a constitution 
and look at new directions for the association. 
Wendy Savage joined it, later serving as com- 
mittee secretary for one term. 


Our club hosted the Autumn 2001 VFNCA 
camp, this time based at Rawson to allow a 
focus on the sub-alpine region of the Baw Baw 
Plateau. A wide range of full-day and half-day 
excursions were offered over the long week- 
end of 9-12 March, with sites ranging as far as 
Morwell National Park in the south. Evening 
lectures were given by Ken Harris, Leon Cos- 
termans and the historian Patrick Morgan. 
Some 110 naturalists took part in the camp. 


From 2004, the VFNCA adopted the new 
name of South East Australia Naturalists As- 
sociation (SEANA) to reflect the affiliation of 
some clubs from south-eastern South Austra- 
lia and the Riverina. In March 2009, Philip 
Rayment nominated for the SEANA commit- 
tee, thus continuing the representation of 
Gippsland-based FNCs, Sale and District FNC 
having previously provided a committee mem- 
ber following the completion of Wendy Sav- 
age’s earlier term. Philip agreed to take on the 
role of Secretary after the 2010 SEANA Spring 
Camp. 


Recently, SEANA accepted our club’s offer to 
host the Spring 2010 camp, in the year of our 
50" anniversary. It is to be based at Camp 
Rumbug in Foster North, affording access to a 
good range of sites in South Gippsland includ- 
ing, of course, Wilsons Promontory. 


Down through the years ........ 


The following pages include a selection of contribu- 
tions to the Latrobe Valley Naturalist over the years, 


celebrating significant sightings, locations or events, 
or members’ inspirations. 


Club Christmas Party at ‘Bundilla’ in 1989 at the property of Andy & Kath Ringin in Narracan 
Photo: Ollie Thompson 
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Morwell Goes To The Mountain 
Reflections on the January 1965 summer camp to Mount Baw Baw 
Published February 1965 Ellen Lyndon 


The Club went to Baw Baw, the climb of the year 
Our cars overheated and slipped out of gear 

For every turn upward, the wheels spun round three 
Oh! How good at the ski lodge that first cup of tea! 


We were split into groups after one or two words 
There was King on the fauna and Jones on the birds 
While Rogers and Galbraith took care of the flowers 
The whole party browsed for two three hours. 


We walked where the Alpines bloomed sweet in the sun 
We cooked and we dined, with much banter and fun 
Their slides were so good of the birds and the flowers 
We felt darn relieved that we hadn’t brought ours. 


In the dark of the night we piled into two cars 

The road seemed less fierce ‘neath the light of the stars 

By the Fauna group’s spotlight the Ringtails sipped blossom 
But divil a sign of a Leadbeater’s Possum. 


More walking on Sunday through gardens so fair 
The cuneate Mint-bush was scenting the air 

We argued the species, for that’s how you learn 
Nomenclature of Daisies and Speedwell and Fern. 


Rolling downhill and homeward with never a care 

The smoke from our brakes filled the rarified air 

We ‘grazed’ our way down, (how that made Betty laugh) 
We swooped round the road bends well in our wrong half. 


We paused to see Fan-ferns and Carla found snakes! 
While at every Persoonia Jill clapped on her brakes. 
As to Bairnsdale and Ringwood departed our friends 
We resolved to have more of these lovely weekends. 
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Our Tree Orchid 


Published May 1965 


Our Tree Orchid has survived for another year — 
in fact the blossoms seemed more plentiful this 
year. Perhaps we should use the more wide- 
spread common name — Butterfly Orchid — rather 
than Tree Orchid. Although there is a number of 
species of tree orchids, only one species, Sar- 
cochilus australis, grows in the Latrobe Valley, in 
one small gully at Yinnar South. 


This leads us to the question of why this orchid is 
so interesting. Apart from having a very attractive 
flower, it is our only local epiphytic orchid. .... Epi- 
phytes are characteristic of tropical rainforests. ... 
But how does a tropical type of plant come to be 
in the Latrobe Valley? The main factor is the 
Great Dividing Range and the narrow strip of land 
between it and the sea, stretching between 
Northern Queensland and Victoria. This moun- 
tainous area has ensured a good rainfall all along 
this strip of coast and, at the same time, pro- 
tected it from the westerly winds which are hot 
and dry in the summer, and very cold in the win- 
ter. To further assist in the build-up of humid and 
warmer conditions is the easterly aspect of this 
belt and its proximity to the warm ocean currents 
sweeping down the east coast of Australia. 


As there were no obstacles, like mountain 
ranges, in their pathway, there has been a slow 
movement of some of these tropical species 
down the coast. As time progressed some of the 
species completely adapted themselves to the 
slightly cooler conditions and can now only be 
found in the lower section of this belt. The condi- 
tions favourable to the build-up of these semi- - 
tropical conditions finish near Bairnsdale. Be- 
tween Bairnsdale and the Latrobe Valley is the 
comparatively low rainfall Sale-Maffra area. How 
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the Butterfly Orchid came to be on 
this side of the dry belt, and, for that 
matter, how it reached Tasmania, 
can only be answered in our geologi- 
cal past. 


_.. Itis disturbing to see the land ° 
near this gully being subdivided, the 
boundary passing within twenty 
yards of the orchids. Any large-scale 
clearing operations must destroy the 
conditions which make this little gully 
so different to others in the area, the 
balance is so slender. 


The Elusive Clubmosses 


Published March 1966 


Most of us, the unscientific naturalists, are drawn, 
by our love of flowers and trees, to the study of 
plant life, and often this becomes our main inter- 
est in the field of natural history. (Going beyond 
the flowering plants and ferns) we come to the 
Clubmosses. These are a group of plants bearing 
true leaves but with spore-cases arranged in the 
form of a spike or club. Quite large plants these, 
and easily determined, not nearly as difficult as 
the true mosses. 


.... Perhaps the commonest one and the most 
abundant in Victoria is the Slender Clubmoss, 
Lycopodium laterale. |t can be quite small or up 
to a foot in height in favourable situations, slender 
and rats-tailish, branched sometimes but often 
undivided. The Bushy Clubmoss, L. deuteroden- 
sum, is easily recognized, a miniature pine-tree 
several feet in height and much branched. We 
know it in isolated patches on the sandy coastal 
plain and on the Promontory, and in similar coun- 
try in East Gippsland. 


There are three alpine species, two of them un- 
common, and all of them may be found on Mt. 
Baw Baw. The Mountain Clubmoss, L. fastigia- 


Excursion to Lakes National Park, 1966 


Jean Galbraith (7th from left), Charlie Lester (wearing flat cap), 


at back) and Mrs Belgraver beside him. 


Ellen Lyndon 


tum, is usually plentiful, growing sturdily against 
the granite rocks, but sometimes trailing for a foot | 
or more through sheltered crevices. It is much 
branched and fern-like. The rarer Fir Clubmoss, 
L. selago, grows in small clumps by the little 
streams in the alpine bogs, stiff and fir-like, the 
tight-packed leaves often yellowish in colour. L. 
selago appears to vary a little in form and colour. 
Sometimes it can be a much stouter plant, dark- 
green and almost succulent, with widely spread- 
ing leaves. A hopeful moss-hunter can be misled 
into thinking it is ‘Something New’! 


Earlier this year, in the pleasant company of 
members of the Ringwood FNC, | came on the 
Spreading Clubmoss, L. scariosum, in a short 
rough gully beyond the cairn on Mt. Baw Baw. 
The patch was not extensive. It was located on 
firm damp ground by the side of a streamlet, 
partly shaded by shrubbery. This is a pretty little 
plant, prostrate and much branched, resembling 
some dainty fern. It is quite a rare one and was a 
very rewarding sight after much diligent search- 
ing. However there are rarer ones yet on the list 
for me and their possible discovery adds zest to 
excursions into likely country. 


Photo: Lorna Long 
with Ted McElroy on his left, Simon Belgraver (tallest man 


A Year of Wildflowers 


Published December 1966 


Many of us last visited the wildflower sanctuary 
near Traralgon South School at the working bee 
in May. We were all pleased to find so many spe- 
cies flowering (about twelve) in late autumn. The 
Red Correa, Correa reflexa, was already spec- 
tacular with big cardinal red bells. 


However, those who went there in spring saw an 
even more brilliant flowering of Correa, as well as 
purple Hardenbergia, scarlet Running Postman, 
Kennedia prostrata, mauve Tetratheca pilosa, 
white Silky Teatree and Rice Flower, cream Wed- 
ding Bush and a great variety of orchids and 
other flowers. 


All this indicates the value of the sanctuary, but it 
was not the end of flowering. | spent some time 
there on the last day of November, and saw a 
colourful scattering of flowers which will continue 
well into the summer. The Correa bushes which 
were flowering in autumn, winter and spring, have 
few bells remaining, but those in the shady south- 
east corner are flowering as brightly as the others 
did in May, while almost throughout the sanctuary 
Tufted Blue-lily lifts wiry branched stems, one and 
two feet high, holding its brilliant purple-blue stars 
above tufts of soft blue-green sword-shaped 
leaves: Karralla, Gompholobium huegelii, is 
equally abundant, just coming to full bloom, with 
golden pea flowers an inch across, and oval in- 
digo buds. This species is about 2 feet high at 
most, instead of 3-4 feet as in G. /atifolium, and 
its golden flowers are as beautiful as those of the 
latter species admired during the October excur- 
sion to Gormandale, but they are on long stalks 
at the ends of the branchlets, instead of growing 


up the stem from the leaf bases as in the taller 
species. 


Prickly Teatree is flowering instead of Silky Tea- 
tree, Tall Parrot Pea instead of Golden Bush-pea; 
Duck-orchids and Onion Orchids instead of Wax- 
lip and Diuris and Spider Orchids, while Sickle 
Greenhoods ... were almost over. So were the 
Trigger-plants that had been so gay when we 
were there in mid-spring, but many had a few 
pink flowers still with triggers ready to spring, 
near the tops of their tall stems. Some were un- 
usually tall — one 49 inches! Yellow Marsh- 
flowers with fringed inch-wide bright yellow flow- 
ers had begun to bloom in the swampy corner. 
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There were many other gay yellow flowers: 
Groundsel, Hop Goodenia, Rush-lily and Mat- 
rush, while buds on two species of Cassinia and 
on the Peppermints promised flowers in Decem- 
ber and January; perhaps till late in February. 
After the first good autumn rain, probably in 
March, Correa and Bird-orchids will be flowering 
again, and continue until May, completing a year 
where, in one small sanctuary, there is no month 
without flowers. Wasn't it worth saving! 


Orchids Throughout The Year 


Published June 1969 


December. During this month the Tree Orchid 
Sarcochilus australis and the Cinnamon Bells 
Gastrodia sesamoides will be found in the Mor- 
well National Park and the Elbow Orchid Spicu- 
laea huntiana in the Traralgon South Reserve 
and Seninis Track. 


January. If lucky you may still find some Elbow 
Orchids. The Black-tongued Caladenia Caladenia 
congesta flowers now at Seninis Track; here also 
is the Horned Orchid Orthoceras strictum. The 
Tongue Orchids Cryptostylis sp. commence flow- 
ering now and continue through until March. 
Some of the Leek Orchids especially the Austral 
Leek Orchid Prasophyllum australe and the 
Sharp Midge Orchid P. despectans commence 
flowering now. This is also the last month for find- 
ing the Onion Orchids Microtis sp. and the Large 
Duck Orchid Caleana major which have been 
flowering since October. The long-flowering Au- 
tumn Bird Orchid Chiloglottis reflexa commences 
flowering this month and continues through to 
August in different areas. Hyacinth Orchids Dipo- 
dium punctatum will flower from now to May de- 
pending on the season. Austral Ladies Tresses 
Spiranthes sinensis flower this month and next. 


February. Apart from the orchids mentioned as 
flowering from January to March the Bearded 
Midge Orchid Prasophyllum morrissii will com- 
mence this month, in damp soaks, if the weather 
is not too dry, and continues flowering until April. 


March. This is the month for the Parson’s Bands 
Eriochilus cuculatus after the first break in the 
weather and through to May. We found this or- 
chid flowering on the 1°" of March this year in a 
damp area. 


April. The Tiny Greenhood Pterostylis parviflora 
commences blooming now and continues through 


Bon Thompson 


One of the pleasures of orchid hunting is that there are species of orchids flow- 
ering all the year round. Nobody needs to be told of all the orchids that flower in 
the Spring between the months of September and November. These include all 
the Thelymitra in the Valley, all the Diuris, many Greenhoods, many Caladenia, 
the Beard Orchids and others. However even in these months there are some 
orchids that do not flower every year, for example Hare Orchids Caladenia 
menziesii and others that like a fire over the ground before flowering profusely — 
such as Red Beak Orchid Lyperanthus nigricans. 


For the rest of the year | will consider the orchids month by month. 


to September. We have even found it flowering in 
January in very moist conditions. This is also the 
month for the rare Winter Greenhood Pterostylis 
fischii as long as the weather is not too dry. It 
continues through to July. 


May. The Little Mosquito Orchid Acianthus exser- 
tus blooms this month in great profusion and may 
still be found in August. 


June. The Trim Greenhood Pterostylis concinna 
adds its bloom this month and next. 


July. The Nodding Greenhood Pterostylis nutans 
commences its long flowering season this month 
through to November and the Tall Greenhood 
Pterostylis longifolia displays its many flowers 
from now to October. Also both the Helmet Or- 
chids Corybas dilitatus and C. diemenicus show 
their little faces now and next month. 


August. In the early part of this month the Gnat 
Orchid Acianthus reniformis flowers and towards 
the end of the month the Mayfly Orchid Acianthus 
caudatus flowers. Thus during September we 
have both these orchids flowering at the same 
time. The first of Spring flowering Caladenias Ca- 
ladenia alba flowers this month and the next two. 
Three more Greenhoods - Blunt Greenhood 
Pterostylis curta, the Maroon-hood P. peduncu- 
lata and the Superb Greenhood P. grandiflora 
join the collection. 


These dates are only from our own observations 
over the last four years and apply to the Latrobe 
Valley area. Some of the Greenhoods have a 
long flowering season if in damp conditions, but it 
is much shorter if conditions are dry. | feel this 
applies to many orchids that grow over a variety 
of environments. 


Nature Note: Ferns 


Published November 1969 


Among the many things taken for granted is that 
little ferns grow on big ones. But how many kinds 
do grow together at one place? For instance, re- 
cently at a spot not yet noted for anything special, 
a Shiny Shield-fern was noticed growing on the 
ground at the foot of a Soft Treefern, on the trunk 
of which were Common Shield, Mother Spleen- 
wort, Leathery Shield, Kangaroo and Veined Bris- 
tle Ferns plus a Clematis. One wonders what 
would be the record for, say, within a 6 ft circle? 


Summer camp at Licola 1980s 


Jack Brooks 


ca 


Photo: Ollie Thompson 


Charlie Lester, -, Nora O’Reilly, David Trainor, Jessie Burns, Gwyn Trainor, Fred Put, Bon Thompson, Beatrice Roberts, 


Madge Vinnell, Ellen Lyndon. 
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Orange-bellied Parrots 


Published September 1980 


The excursion on 26" July was to aid the Austra- 
lia-wide survey of the Orange-Bellied Parrot, an 
extremely rare bird which breeds in Tasmania 
and winters in South Australia and Victoria. Origi- 
nally it was planned that we would cover the Lake 
Reeve area, but | heard from Mr Adrian Walker 
that he had seen four of the parrots at the Jack 
Smith Lake Game Reserve near Yarram, so it 
was there the excursion went. 


Arriving early at the meeting place at Longford | 
was interested to see a pair of Mountain Duck 
squabbling with two Sulphur-crested Cockatoos 
over a nest site in a Red-gum. From Longford we 
travelled along the South Gippsland Highway to- 
wards Yarram. Many birds were seen, including 
Common Bronzewing, Whistling Kite, Yellow- 
tailed Black Cockatoos and White-winged 
Choughs. Near Giffard we met Adrian Walker 
who was to be our guide to where he had previ- 
ously seen the birds. His sightings are the first 
definite record of Orange-bellied Parrots east of 
Westernport since the last century. 


The track into the area where the parrots had 
been sighted was treacherous, but the fine 
weather of the previous week had dried it out a 
little and all the cars successfully negotiated it. 
On the way many Pipits and Skylarks were seen 
as well as several Nankeen Kestrels. We soon 
reached the area and had exceptional luck that 
within a few minutes three parrots were sighted, 
which were quickly identified as Orange-bellied 
Parrots. The birds were feeding amongst Salicor- 
nia plants on the edge of the lake. They were 
very effectively camouflaged among the low 


growth but everyone was able to 
move up close and obtain reasonable 
views of the birds. Particularly promi- 
nent were the bright green backs, 
which is a means of separating Or- 
ange-bellied Parrots from the very 
similar, (and far commoner) Blue- 
winged Parrot. An orange belly is not 
a diagnostic feature as Blue-winged 
Parrots can have this also. Unfortu- 
nately the parrots were a little more 
timid than expected and when 
flushed from the Salicornia they flew 
off a considerable distance to the 
other side of the lake. Despite this 
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everyone was pleased to have seen this rare 
species. 


As well as the parrots many waterbirds were 
seen in this area. On the lake were Coot, Musk 
Duck, White Egret, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and a 
selection of small waders including Red-capped 
Dotterel, Red-necked Stint and Curlew Sandpi- 
pers. At this point the party split up into two 
groups. One group headed across to the sea, 
where they sighted Gannets offshore, | moved off 
to look for a group of Blue-winged Parrots, but 
they were not present as expected, although a 
pair were later seen. 


Back at the cars we had lunch and then returned 
to the spot where the Orange-bellied Parrots had 
earlier been seen, but they had not returned. It 
was decided then to approach from the other side 
of the lake. To do this we left the Game Reserve 
and came in through the Warrigul Creek property. 
A walk here produced nothing in the way of par- 
rots. The only interesting sightings being a 
glimpse of a Peregrine Falcon and a large raft of 
ducks seen out on the lake. 


Back at the homestead a colony of Nankeen 
Night-herons were flushed from their roosts in a 
row of pines and dozens of Swamphens could be 
seen along the creek. 


The final tally of species of birds for the day was 
67. So ended a very interesting day to see the 
Orange-bellied Parrots. 


The Yarra Gum - An Uncommon Tree Protected 


Published October 1980 


Jean Galbraith 


Garden gate at ‘Dunedin’, Jean Galbraith’s home 


It was in 1950 as we drove to Morwell from the 
Hazelwood Arboretum that | noticed a group of 
unfamiliar eucalypts beside the Mirboo North 
Railway line. My companion was sufficiently inter- 
ested, or considerate, to stop while we examined 
the trees. They were relatively small, the size of 
small Swamp gums E. ovata with dark fibrous 
bark on the trunk though it was smooth and de- 
ciduous above. The habit of the trees suggested 
Swamp Gums but they had slender lance-shaped 
leaves while the common species has almost 
ovate leaves, resulting in its name ovata, and 
these have normally wavy edges while those of 
the trees we looked at were quite smooth. 


Buds and fruits were like those of Swamp Gum, 
but much smaller. In every way the trees were 
like some | had seen 20 years earlier, between - 
Tyers and Glengarry, in a similar damp open 
habitat. They had been identified for me as Euca- 
lyptus camphora, the Camphor Gum, which was 
at that time often confused with the Yarra Gum E. 
yarraensis. By 1950 | had seen the Camphor 
Gum in the north-east and it differed in several ~ 
ways from the Gippsland trees. It had longer 
flower stalks, more pointed fruits and broader 
leaves, often indented at the apex. 


| sent specimens from the trees beside the rail- 
way line to the Herbarium where they were exam- 
ined by Dr Willis and identified as E. yarraensis, 


one of a group of four related species. One of 
these is Camphor Gum. The others are Swamp 
Gum, Yarra Gum, and Black Gum E. aggregata 
not known in Victoria east of Melbourne. These 
three differ mainly in leaf size, and sometimes 
shape. Their fruits and buds are alike in all but 
size. E. aggregata has very small fruits, E. yar- 
raensis a little larger and E. ovata, especially in 
its variety grandiflora the largest. 


This is the early history of the discovery of what 
was, until Mr Neville Scarlett found another group 
of trees north east of Glengarry, considered the 
most Eastern occurrence of Eucalyptus yarraen- 
sis in Victoria. 


On behalf of the school of Botany at Latrobe Uni- 
versity, Mr Scarlett wrote to the Morwell Shire 
Council in June of this year. He drew attention to 
the rarity of the trees and asked if they could be 
protected from any danger that might result from 
future development near them. The council con- 
sidered the matter at their July meeting and gave 
instructions that in any development of the area 
concerned provision should be made for the pres- 
ervation and regeneration of the Yarra Gum. 


As a club we are very glad indeed to know of this 


and have expressed our appreciation to the 
council. 


Display of Australian Flora 


Published November 1981 


(This is the first part of a longer article) 


The sound of birds singing and a mass of lovely 
coloured wild flowers greeted the public who 
came to see the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists 
Club “Display of Australian Flora” held October 
16", 17" in Morwell during their 21° Anniversary. 


The display was opened by Miss Jean Galbraith, 
a foundation member and botanist, of Tyers, who 
in her opening address recalled her earlier ex- 
perience at the first wildflower show that she at- 
tended in 1922, held by the Field Naturalist Club 
of Victoria, in the Melbourne Town Hall. The ex- 
citement she felt as a teenager, hungry for infor- 
mation, and at last in touch with naturalists who 
could give it. At this time there was only one book 
on Victorian wildflowers available in the book- 
shops, but since then things have changed con- 
siderably, and there are numerous excellent 
books available now, many of them beautifully 
illustrated. 


Jean Galbraith at an early 1960s Wildflower Show 
Photo: Club archives 
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Miss Galbraith referred to the change she had 
seen in the valley during residence here. In 1922 
the roadsides were a tapestry of grass and flow- 
ers, and in the spring wildflowers bloomed on all 
uncultivated land. In many country schoolgrounds 
Buttercups and Daisies, Yellow Stars and Early 
Nancies, Purple Chocolate flowers and Orchids, 
occasionally Blue Stars bloomed. Our Latrobe 
Valley Club motto is “Protect and Enjoy”, if we 
had protected, as well as enjoyed our wildflowers, 
during the last 60 years we might not have had, 
as we do now roadsides overgrown with weeds 
and schoolgrounds which have to be mown be- 
cause tall introduced grasses are cover for 
snakes, and encourage fires. The thinner native 
grasses with their hundreds of small wildflowers 
are not such a hazard, but places where they 
grow are now rare. Because the flowers are so 
much rarer than they were, most of the flowers in 
the Display have been grown in private gardens. 
Wildflowers open windows for us on the beauty of 
the world, and in declaring the show open the 
speaker wished all present would find it one way 
of opening such a window. 


Botanical Alphabet 


Published January 1984 


A is for axil, where leaf joins the stem 
Flowers are axillary when springing from them. 


B is for bract, beneath flower or fruit 
Leaflike or scale-like, subtending the fruit. 


C can be connate, two parts joined as one 


As the sepals of greenhoods; leaves of Dargo 
Gum. 


Dis decurrent, a stalk or leaf blade 


Joined close to the stem so a small ridge is 
made. 


E is entire, smooth-edged you could say 


Like a gum leaf, not notched — a smooth line all 
the way. 


F is for fascicle (bundle or cluster) 


Also for falcate (scythe-shaped would pass mus- 
ter). 


G is geniculate — bent like a knee 
And if a leaf’s glabrous no hairs can you see. 


# is for hyaline; delicate, thin 
And almost transparent (to tissue-like, kin). 


I is for imbricate, or you might say 
Overlapping — that word is as good any day. 


J is for joint — as I’m sure that you know 
But few words start with J therefore this one must 
go. 


K is for keeled, and you surely will note 
That it means, simply, ridged like the keel of a 
boat. 


L’s linear, narrow like leaves of a grass 
With parallel edges — | think that would pass. 


Jean Galbraith 


M-— mucronate, mucro, a point short — abrupt 
It need not be sharp, and it cannot be cupped. 


Nis for node, and it refers to the point 
Where the leaf joins the stem (but it’s hardly a 
joint). 


© is for ob, before ovate or lanceolate, see 
Its reversed — the broad end at the apex must be. 


P, pedical, stalk of one flower alone 
And peduncle the stalk of a cluster is known. 


Q-| can’t think of one, so will have one more P 


Pinnate leaves are compound with paired leaflets 
you see. 


R — recurved, that’s bent backward or downward 
and so 


Is reflexed, but more sharp than the bending will 
go. 


S, saggitate (arrow shaped); scabrid is rough 
And serrate is saw-shaped — that’s three — rather 
tough. 


T for terete, that is rush shaped — or nearly 
In cylindrical leaves you can see it quite clearly. 


U — umbel, a cluster where every stalk rises 


From the very same point and an umbel com- 
prises. 


V — verticillate, a whorl or a ring 
While W, whorl means the very same thing. 


X— xyrophytic — resistant to drought 
No ¥ that | know of so Z takes us out. 


With Z — zygomorphic (of flowers) and means 
Not equal (like daisies) but unequal (like beans). 


Excursion Through Wirilda and Tyers State Park 


Published December 1987 


A large group of members accompanied by the 
guest speaker Mrs Jane Calder and her husband 
Dr Malcolm Calder met at Tyers for the excursion 
through the Wirilda Project and Tyers State Park. 
We travelled from Tyers to the entrance to the 
Wirilda Project and drove to the top of the hill (for 
a commanding view) with the APM settling ponds 
in the foreground. These ponds are used by 
many water birds. Walking back a little way we 
found two species of mistletoe growing on the 
box trees: Box Mistletoe Amyena miquelii and 
Creeping Mistletoe Muellerina eucalyptoides. We 
noticed there was no mistletoe growing on the 
Mountain Grey Gum. 


Between the hilltop and the next point of interest 
which was the conglomerate wall, golden clouds 
of Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata, Narrow-leaf 
Wattle A. mucronata, also Common Heath Epa- 
cris impressa, were in bloom. The cutting of con- 
glomerate rock was once the bed of the river 
which has been uplifted. A good view of Tyers 
Gorge can be seen, also across the gorge Peter- 
son’s Lookout. Again clouds of gold in the occa- 
sional sunlight this time from Prickly Moses Aca- 
cia verticillata and Golden Wattle A. pycnantha, 


Peg Wall 


also lovely red and green bells of Correa reflexa, 
curly silk threads of Hakea sericea and Dusty 
Miller Spyridium parvifolium. 


We drove along the track for a fair distance then 
walked to the top of the ridge, where we found 
Rusty Pomaderris Pomaderris ferruginea. ... 
Travelling on we arrived at the main water pipe- 
line feeding from Moondarra Reservoir to Mor- 
well, Traralgon and surrounding districts; here we 
crossed the Tyers River twice. 


Our next point of interest was the cutting of sedi- 
mentary rock, forced up at an acute angle. Fault 
lines can be seen in the rock face. Water Buttons 
Cotula coronopofolia were growing in the pud- 
dles; in flower were Honeypots Astro/oma serru- 
lata. 


Moondarra Reservoir ... was the spot chosen for 
a leisurely lunch ..., before continuing on our way 
across the dam wall and through the Boola Boola 
forest. Most of this forest was clear-felled for 
pulpwood in the 1950s. It was allowed to regener- 
ate naturally and as far as is known there has 
been no loss of species. Our last stop for the day 
was at Peterson’s Lookout, for superb views — 
the river, the gorge and across the valley. 


Excursion to Moondarra Reservoir July 1984 


Inclement weather has never deterred Field Naturalists - Ellen Lyndon often said 


Photo: Ollie Thompson 
“Tf you face up 


to the weather it will back down”. 
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Presentation of Life Membership to Bon & Ollie Thompson 


Published May 1993 


Philip Rayment 


A particularly happy event for the Latrobe Valley 
Field Naturalists Club Inc. was the presentation of 
Life Membership to Bon and Ollie Thompson at 
the Annual General Meeting on 26 March 1993, 
thereby recognizing their outstanding service to 
the club over more than thirty years. 


In formally moving and seconding their nomina- 
tion, Mrs Ellen Lyndon OAM and Mr Eric Lubcke 
paid tribute to Bon’s and Ollie’s dedication to 
working for the protection of our native flora and 
fauna, through their good efforts as Conservation 
Coordinators and representation of the Club on 
many advisory and consultative committees. 


In presenting their certificate of life membership, 
the President, Philip Rayment, recalled Miss Jean 
Galbraith’s words from the Club’s first twenty-five 
years history (prepared by Ellen Lyndon): “It is 
largely through their work that our club has a 
reputation for well researched, well balanced sub- 
missions which are listened to by the Land Con- 
servation Council” (and, one might add, other 
bodies). But above all, he said, we note their 
“generosity of spirit”: the enthusiasm and joy 
which Bon and Ollie bring to club activities and 
sharing their expertise with the rest of us. 


Bon and Ollie at Bird Challenge Day 
Traralgon South, 6th December 2004 


Latrobe Valley 
Field Paturalists” 
Club due. 


— Life Wembership 


Presented to 
Bon and Ollie Thompson 
tm recognition of their 
outstanding services to the Club 


Date + 26.3.93 


President; OU pat 
(eats 5 ee A ite Lo 


Certificate prepared by Mary Austin 
(calligraphy) and Beatrice Roberts (painting) 
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Boronia Galbraithiae 


Published November-December 1995 


On Sunday 29" October 1995 members helped 
to check the extent of Boronia galbraithiae and 
what is necessary to conserve it. An action state- 
ment has to be prepared by CNR officials as this 
plant has the Victorian Rare and Threatened 
Status (VROTS). 


We met at Blue Pool Reserve on Freestone 
Creek Road in fine weather. The Golden Ever- 
lasting was flowering along the roadsides. We 


travelled along Froams Road checking Pomader- _- 


ris humilis and Zieria smithii on the way, then 
headed along Three Bridges Road and Roberts 
Road to Insolvent Track. Roberts Road was only 
3km in length but we negotiated four water cross- 
ings and three dry run-off drains across the road. 
All these crossings were real obstacles but all five 
vehicles managed to get through them. There 
were 10 people present. 


We headed up Insolvent Track to the area where 
the Boronia grows, checking rainforest areas as 
we went and stopping to admire Eriostemon 
myoporoides (Long-leaf wax-flower). 


After lunch we checked the extent of the Boronia 
plants at this site and estimated the number of 
plants. Boronia galbraithiae has the common 
name of Aniseed Boronia and this aroma can be 
smelt if the bush is brushed with the hand or if we 
breathed on the leaves. There were other inter- 
esting plants in the area including Hibbertia caly- 
cina (Prickly Erect Guinea-flower), the Varnish 
Wattle in a small leaf form, Tetratheca pilosa 
(much more hairy than we are used to), Daviesia 
buxifolia and Daviesia laxiflora which was a vari- 
ety of D. mimosoides with short broad leaves. 


Bon Thompson 


We travelled on to another site where we 
checked the Boronia which was even more 
healthy than in the first site. From here we drove 
along to estimate the distance along the road for 
the extent of the plant. We recorded that the Bo- 
ronia grew in the forest for 2.3 km along the road. 


It was decided the best way home was to con- 
tinue on and drive down Freestone Creek Road 
as that road would be in better condition. The 
drive down Freestone Creek Road was pleasant 
with views of the rocky Freestone Creek. There 
were patches of the lovely blue flowers of Para- 
hebe nivea and the bright orange flowers of Davi- 
esia buxifolia provided colour for much of that 
drive. Daphne Heath Brachyloma daphnoides 
was also in full bloom. So concluded an interest- 
ing and pleasant day. 


‘Pot’ plants 


Published February 1997 


Several months ago a few members joined a 
group of Friends’ and supporters of the Traralgon 
Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve in a 
walk around the park as part of a process (to 
document) just what is there. Near the start of our 
ramble, one of the group on checking the pro- 
gress of some trees she had recently planted, 


50 


Gill Bremner 


discovered what she thought were tomatoes in 
pots carefully placed inside the plastic guards 
and well hidden from casual passers-by. On 
closer inspection they were deemed to be mari- 
juana plants, and this was later confirmed by 
DNRE. Apparently this is quite a popular way of 
cultivating one’s “pot” plants! 


In Memory of Jean Galbraith 
28-3-06 ~ 2-1-99 


Published January 1999 


‘And thus looking within and around me | ever 
renew 


(With that stoop of the soul which in bending up- 
raises it too) 


The submission of man’s nothing-perfect to God’s 
all-complete...’ 


These words of Robert Browning form part of 
Jean Galbraith’s inscription of her ‘Collins Field 
Guide to the Wild Flowers of South-East Austra- 
lia’. They reflect sentiments that may have come 
to the minds of members of our Club when they 
learned that Jean had passed away on Saturday 
2 January in Melbourne, at the age of ninety-two. 


Jean lived most of her life in Tyers, moving with 
her family in 1914 to ‘Dunedin’, which was to be 
her home for some eighty years. It is fitting that 
her house and garden have recently been re- 
stored and opened to the public. We can be 
grateful that this special garden will continue to 
give pleasure to many. 


As a botanist, Miss Galbraith was recognised 
throughout Australia and overseas. Her wide bo- 
tanical knowledge is reflected in her published 
books, in particular her monumental ‘Collins Field 
Guide’, published in 1977 and referred to above, 
and also in ‘Wildflowers of Victoria’ written in 
1950 and published in three editions. The ‘Field 
Guide’ covered some 3000 species of Australian 
plants from Queensland to South Australia, in- 
cluding Tasmania. Two plants were named in 
recognition of her work of discovery , the Aniseed 
Boronia, Boronia galbraithiae, and the Licola 
Dampiera, Dampiera galbraithiana. Of the many 
honours received by Jean, we note the award of. 
the prestigious Australian Natural History Medal- 
lion in 1970, life membership of the Native Plants 
Preservation Society of Australia, election as a 
foundation life member of the Society for Growing 
Australian Plants in 1957 and honorary member- 
ship of the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria. 


Jean was also a well-known author, publishing 
her twelfth book at the age of eighty-three. For 
fifty years, from 1926, she wrote a monthly article 
for ‘Garden Lover’, and she also wrote for ‘Your 
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Garden’, ‘The Age’ garden page and the 
‘Victorian Naturalist’. 


Miss Galbraith was a key participant in the meet- 
ing held in Morwell in February 1960 to establish 
the Gippsland (later Latrobe Valley) Field Natural- 
ists Club, and she was later awarded life mem- 
bership. She was to take an important role in 
leading club excursions and conducting alpine 
field studies. Her involvement in the life of the 
Club over thirty or so years has been a key 
source of its development and growth. 


Jean’s awe of creation is paralleled by the awe in 
which many people held her. But it was not only 
awe, also admiration and fond appreciation of her 
willingness to share her knowledge, passion and 
love of nature. Through her work and her writ- 
ings, for people of all ages, her circle of friends 
has been wide indeed. 


( But note reference in next article to the naming 
of the Holey Plains Mintbush in Jean Galbraith’s 
honour.) 


A Further Celebration of Jean Galbraith 


Published February 2000 


Jean Galbraith in her garden at ‘Dunedin’, 
Tyers, in the late 1960s 
Photo: Bon Thompson 


Jean Galbraith’s enormous contribution to botany 
has been further recognized, in the long-awaited 
naming of the Holey Plains Mintbush. The final 
volume of the Flora of Victoria gives a scientific 
name to it for the first time. It is now Prostanthera 
galbraithiae. 


This is well merited, as it was Jean who first dis- 
covered this mintbush in a small area off the 
Wildflower Track in Holey Plains. This was in the 
1960s, well before Holey Plains became a re- 
serve. At that time a small area Surrounding the 
plants was reserved to protect the newly discov- 
ered species. 


It was at first recorded as Prostanthera aff. den- 
ticulata, and this lead to some confusion later on 
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as the State Herbarium thought that they did not 
have a specimen of the plant. 


The species is fairly common in the Holey Plains 
reserve. The plant at its best is very attractive, 
growing to a 2 metres high bush, with bright pink 
to purple flowers. The majority of the plants in 
Holey Plains are however rather scrappy, grow- 
ing under the forest with limited light, and also 
exposed to fire on several occasions. They re- 
main numerous however. 


In October 1986, Dave Robinson and | did a sur- 
vey of plants along the route of the Dutson 
Downs Ocean Outfall Pipeline and to our sur- 
prise, discovered three healthy shrubs of P. 
galbraithiae, growing near to the route. As a di- 
rect result of this, the pipeline was installed a few 
hundred metres further east. This site is some 35 
km east of the main location in Holey Plains. 


A visit to Glen Nayook 


Published August 2000 


We were promised a true winter’s day, with rain, 
hail and icy winds, but a struggling sun made a 
feeble attempt to warm the air when we gathered 
in the car park at Neerim South on our way to 
Glen Nayook. The bitter wind defeated this at- 
tempt, however, and the sun finally gave up the 
struggle and hid behind the massive, steel grey 
clouds. We had all come prepared for the ex- 
pected 10 degrees of temperature, though, and 
were so rugged up that we were quite warm. 


Glen Nayook was reserved from selection prior to 
1903 and in 1907 was temporarily reserved as a 
site for public recreation. It was officially opened 
in 1914. Fires burnt it in 1926, so much of the 
vegetation is regrowth forest. Found there are 
mountain ash, grey gum, messmate, myrtle 
beech, sassafras and blackwood. We also identi- 
fied soft and hard tree ferns, austral mulberry, 
elderberry panax, banyalla (Pittosporum bicolour) 
and pomaderris. The musical notes of the Lewins 
Honeyeater was the only birdsong we heard in 
the forest while we were there. . 


Tucked amongst the undergrowth near the top of 
the hill, a forest mushroom from the Agaricus ge- 
nus displayed its broad pink and white top. As we 
descended into the Glen, a cluster of ‘Ellen’s little 
brown jobs’ glistened brightly beside the track; 
nearby were a couple of Amanita amanaeceps 
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with frilled collars on their stems, ragged frag- 
ments hanging from the cap margins and a lumpy 
surface on top. The pathway was flanked by 
mother shield ferns, but in places blackberries 
had run riot, showing that maintenance was 
needed. 


As the track down became steeper, we had a 
glimpse down onto the tops of the tree fern fronds 
screening the valley from prying eyes. Following 
the path, we began to find many different fungi in 
a kaleidoscope of colours... pretty lilac caps; 
small, apricot-toned fungi, with toothed gills; a 
burnt orange cap with a very hairy stem; families 
of little fungi, some cream and others a washed 
grey, sitting serenely on the trunks of trees enjoy- 
ing the pale sunshine; tiny white, long-legged 
Mycena austrororida with their beautiful white 
gills and translucent stems; a lonely two-toned 
green one, darker in the centre, beside the steps; 
soft brown, curved caps on long stems; pale, 
pinkish-brown small umbrellas; ones with pale 
buff edges and darker in the centre growing at 
the base of Eucalyptus regnans; a clump of bright 
yellow-orange fungi; and gilled bracket fungi with 
ruffled cream edges and darker centres on top. 


A gentle rain began to fall as we reached the 
creek. Here there was a real seat, a contrast to 
the once-upon-a-time seat further up the hill 
which had only the concrete supports and one 
wooden bar left. Among the tree ferns was one 
amazing old fellow that had been cut down, pos- 
sibly when the path was made. Its old body was 
host to a dozen or more ferns, but it had not 
given up on life itself and had made a right- 
angled turn to grow upwards once more. The 
rock walls were covered with a multitude of 
mosses, lichens and liverworts (Bryophyta), some 
a very dark green, almost charcoal grey; while 
bristle ferns, Austral filmy fern and spleenwort 


fern were amongst those that decorated the tree 
ferns. 


As we ploughed up the muddy path beside the 
stream, it tumbled down over granite rocks. It 
went underground for part of the way. Fan fern, 
strap fern and kangaroo fern grew along its 
course. Long strings of white fungi were draped 
over some of the shrubs like cotton threads. 


These belong to the Clavarias, the Coral fungi 
family. Brownish-orange caps of one of the Rus- 
sula species brightened the undergrowth. Some 
unexpected sights were kangaroo ferns massed 
like a collar around the base of the fronds of a 
tree fern, and a white lichen with coral-like 
‘branches’. Rosettes of moss on skinny legs 
clothed a small boulder and finger ferns grew on 
a dead tree trunk. 


Several examples of bracket fungi were discov- 
ered further up the path. The delicately scalloped, 
cream band of a Trametes versicolor bordered 
the darker rings which shaded into bronze in the 
centre, showing why it can also be called the 
Rainbow fungus. Minute buff-yellow brackets with 
pores grew on the side of a dead tree trunk, per- 
haps one of the Polypores. Beneath the dead 
overhanging roots of a fallen tree grew a solid, 
dark brown bracket, dusty, very hard and resis- 
tant to the touch. Along the mossy surface of the 
same dead trunk a crocodile of elegant, reddish- 
brown Mycena sanguinolenta marched towards a 
community gathering of a host of others, their 


groovy umbrellas raised above them. We found a 
white shelf fungi, gilled and soft when touched, 
and a rich brown cap, five centimetres across, but 
the elves must have all been away, for we didn’t 
find one all day. 


A creeping mistletoe had taken over an old, dying 
blackwood, its roots running along the branches. 
Closer to the ground were the creamy-green bells 
of the Correa lawrenciana. Then we found a 
group dressed in their speckled brown, bubbly 
velvet smoking jackets, huddled together for 
warmth in the icy weather. These ‘wart-covered’ 
puff-balls of the Lycoperdon species breathed out 
clouds of dusty spores through special pores 
whenever we poked them with a stick or when a 
raindrop bombarded them. 


We enjoyed our time in the forest very much, but 
iced rain fell as we drove away and we were 
grateful to Ellie and Ron Carey for the invitation 
to lunch in the warmth of their home. Many 
thanks to those who contributed their knowledge 
to this article. 


Club members at Crossover after excursion to Glen Nayook, 1985 


Photo: Ollie Thompson 


Nancy Brooks, -, Peg Wall, Eric Lubcke, -, Athur Ewen, Jack Brooks, Jim Wall, -, Dulcie Sambell, Lorna 


Long, - 
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A day with Bruce Fuhrer on Mt Erica 


Published January-February 2005 


Jackie Tims 


Geology excursion to Mt Erica with Friends of Mt Baw Baw, May 2004 
Denis Nagle & Jackie Tims far left, and Joan Laby far right. 


Together with members of Friends of Baw Baw 
National Park, LVFNC members drove up the Mt 
Erica road on a cold but fine day at the end of 
July 2004 to learn about the miniature world of 
mosses, liverworts, lichens and fungi. It was a 
large group considering the time of year but such 
is the attraction of Bruce Fuhrer. 


Snow had covered the road the previous week- 
end and a little remained at the Mt Erica carpark. 
June and July had produced nearly double the 
normal rainfall and the flora we had come to see 
was spectacular. At the first stop, about half way 
to the carpark and on the southern face of the 
mountain, we examined road cuttings covered by 
a spectacular patchwork quilt size display of tiny 
plants of many colours. Grey-green, blue-green, 
emerald, bright green, pale green intermixed with 
orange, yellow and brown stretching above our 
heads and metres either side of us. | could not 
keep up with the identifications Bruce made (and 
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Photo: Alix Williams 


anyway a list of scientific names is not that inter- 
esting) and wish that instead, | had counted the 
number of different species of the four groups of 
organisms listed above. A few species of note 
from the area were a pale mauve fungi, a Corti- 
narius sp., on a Nothofagus cunninghamii (Myrtle 
Beech); a bonsai forest of Dawsonia superba, the 
largest of the mosses; a pale orange jelly-fungus, 
Calocera sp. with worm-like fruiting bodies pro- 
truding from the fallen branch host; Dasycyphus 
sp. (fungi) on a dying Soft Tree-fern frond; and 
Badmaniella sp., a tiny lichen about 1mm in di- 
ameter, which only grows on the underside of the 
Hard Water-fern, Blechnum wattsil. 


The carpark and the South Face campsite 
yielded other sets of plants and fungi. It was drier 
at these localities although this was by compar!- 
son only. Liverworts and mosses were not as 
dominant as in the cuttings. The bright green li- 
chen, Coenogonium sp. stood out with its furry 


feel as did the rounded stone-like (in appearance) 
Schleroderma sp., a leathery fungus. Bruce 
pointed out a moss, Fissidens sp., easily recog- 
nisable, as its ‘leaves’ are on one side of its 
‘stem’ only. 


Lunch was at the Tyers River picnic ground. At 
this lower altitude, still more species were found 
with fungi in abundance. There was a patch of 
Sphagnum novo-zealandicum (moss), showing 
its water holding capacity. Podoserpula pusio, a 
fungus with tiered yellow lobes around a pink 
stem, looked like a diminutive tree and Cordy- 
ceps hawksii, the subterranean moth larvae para- 
site fungus were found here. Bruce told us that 
C. hawksii is found under Blackwoods (it was) 
and is less common than C. gunnii which grow 
under Silver Wattles. 


My count for the day — and my guess is that | 
may have recorded probably less than half of 
Bruce’s identifications — was 21 fungi, 14 
mosses, 6 liverworts and 7 lichens. Some mem- 
bers bought copies of his latest book, co- 
authored by David Meagher — ‘A Field Guide to 
the Mosses and Allied Plants of Southern Austra- 
lia’. As only 1000 copies were printed, anyone 
who wants a copy should buy one soon. It’s a 
whole new small world out there. 


The Slender Sun-orchid and the Peppertop Sun-orchid 


Published November-December 2005 


The Sun Orchid Thelymitra pauciflora has a few 
neat tricks. Firstly, it is reluctant to open on all but 
the brightest of warm days in late Spring and 
early Summer. Secondly, it is quite happy to self- 
fertilise while in bud. It seems to prosper, being 
widely distributed in all Eastern States and New 
Zealand. It has the two common names above, 
the second only applying to several of its many 
variants, namely those centred on different 
shapes or colours of the top of the column (the 
post-anther lobe, PAL). 


We found two of the Coppertop variants, the first 
at the Mullundung Forest on October 29". This 
variant had a long tubular dorsally-compressed 
PAL coloured yellow. It was revealed only when 
the close-up photographs were produced. That is, 
it wasn’t particularly spectacular, even for a T. 
pauciflora, that as a species could not be re- 
garded as showy. But the second variant, found 
during the Purple Diuris count on the Longford 
Road on November 7"”, was about as colourful as 
a T. pauciflora gets, with a bright crimson, very 
peppery PAL. Two of these red-nosed orchids 
were found, possibly due to their tendency to self- 
fertilise. 
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The Clash of the Titans 


Published August 2008 


On 19" June the Birding Group continued an on- 


going survey of the birds in the TRU Wetlands 
near Morwell. 


We had 7 birders, plus Mark Bradbury from In- 
digenous Design, who are developing the wet- 
lands. The weather was perfect, no wind, no rain 
(and also no sun!). 


Our main aim was to find what water birds we 
could and this was pretty successful, with the 
ducks being particularly common everywhere. 
Chestnut Teal were the most numerous, but we 
also found Grey Teal, Black Duck, Hardhead, 
Blue-billed Duck, Australian Shelduck and Aus- 
tralasian Shoveller. Other special birds were Yel- 
low-billed Spoonbill, Darter and Black-fronted 
Plover. 


The stars of the day however were not the water- 
birds but the raptors. Halfway through our survey 
we were back on the road and Mark stopped at a 
point from which we could look across at the 
White-bellied Sea-eagle’s nest. The nest is high 
in a Eucalyptus tree and we can only look at it 
from long range (about 500 metres), but never- 
theless we were able to spot a Sea-eagle 
perched two trees to the left of the nest tree. 


As we watched it another eagle flew in and to our 
excitement it landed on the edge of the nest. 
There was speculation that this meant that the 
nest was in current use, but | saw that the bird 
was blackish brown and suggested that this bird 
was a young sea-eagle. 


But then this eagle took to the air again and we 
saw that it was not a Sea-eagle, but a Wedge- 
tailed Eagle, perhaps an interloper thinking of 
stealing the nest! We realised that the reason the 
Wedge-tail had taken flight was that the Sea- 
eagle had flown close to it, and these two great 
birds were now circling across in front of the trees 
and the Sea-eagle was clearly not happy at the 
Wedge-tail’s visit. At one point the two came very 
close and turned in the air and briefly locked tal- 
ons, a spectacular sight. The Wedge-tail then 
landed on a branch of a tree and the Sea-eagle 
continued to circle, making repeated close 
passes at the Wedge-tail. Finally the Sea-eagle 
made another close pass, maybe even hitting the 
Wedgetail and we saw the Wedgetail drop from 
the branch and seem to fall. It fell below our line 
of sight and after that we saw nothing more of 
either of the eagles. 
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The raptors had not finished putting on a display 
for us. We spotted a pair of Black-shouldered 
Kites, perched on dead branches at the top of a 
distant tree. We were heading that way, and 
when we got close to the tree, there was still one 
Kite in it. Looking round, we found the other was 
dropping into a swampy area. After a moment, it 
rose again and flew into the same tree as before 
(where its mate was still perched). Looking at it 
through binoculars, | realised that there was a 
long slender tail hanging below its talons, so it 
had clearly captured a rodent of some sort as we 
watched. 


John Sunderland managed to photograph it with 
its prey. 


As we watched, the Kite was plucking at its prey 
and we could see little tufts of fur drifting away in 
the breeze. One watcher saw the Kite bite off and 
swallow the tail of its prey. 


We did see one other raptor, but no drama from 
this one, in fact we couldn't even identify it, but it 
was the size of a Harrier or a Whistling Kite. 


Our total count for the survey of birds that we 
were able to identify was 46 species. 


The Miracle 


Written in 1984 and originally published in Shy Whisperings 
Terri Gitsham Allen 


Fire the destroyer has swept through, 
ravaged the forest. 
Engulfing flame charred logs, burnt out stumps 
baked clay to brick hardness, 
left forest giants charcoal heaps, 
singed leaves, devoured plants. 


The forest is bereft, 

a sorry waste of blackened trunks and logs, 
orange leaves, grey clay. 

Nothing lives. 


Five weeks later ants emerge to a foodless landscape; 
fronds of bracken appear. 
Plump hairy buds push through the ceramic surface 
on frail maroon stems — 
a cyclamen splash sways against a black log. 
Flamboyantly the Parson’s Bands dance, 
delicate frailty overcoming fire’s wrath, 
a living promise to the bush. 


February 2010 Digger Island Coastal Geology excursion Photo: Ken Smith 
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Excursions to Mt St Gwinear with Friends of Baw Baw NP 


January 2008 Bruce Adams, Estelle Adams & Joan Laby at summit Photo: Ralph Laby 


January 2009 Alpine bogs below summit Photo: Alix Williams 
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Summer Camp at Wangarabell, January 2003 


Photo: Estelle Adams collection 


Back: Estelle Adams, Jackie Tims, Phil Rayment, Bruce Adams, Geoff Tims, Gill Bremner, Max James, Wendy Savage 
Front: -, Marja Bouman, Jack Weerts, Marlene Drysdale, David Stickney, Fred Put, Ray Hodges 
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